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ARTICLE 1

GENERAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 1 - All by-laws adopted prior to March 2, 1936, are hereby repealed.

SECTION 2 - These by-laws may be amended or repealed in whole or in part:

(1) at an annual town meeting, by the affirmative vote of a majority of the voters
present and voting thereon; or

(2) at a special town meeting by the affirmative vote of
two-thirds (2/3) of the voters present and voting thereon.

SECTION 3 - If any Article or Section of any Article of these by-laws is declared
unconstitutional or illegal by any court, or is disapproved by any state authority having
jurisdiction, the validity of the remaining provisions of these by-laws shall not be
affected thereby.



ARTICLE 2

TOWN MEETING AND NOTICE THEREOF

SECTION 1 - The annual town meeting for the transaction of all business except the
election of such officers and the determination of such matters as by law are required
to be elected or determined by ballot shall be held on the fourth Monday of April in
each year at seven o'clock P.M., except that in the year 1976 said annual town
meeting shall be held on the first Monday of May at seven o'clock P.M.

SECTION 2 - The annual election of such and the determination of such matters as
by law are required to be elected or determined by ballot shall be held on the
Saturday following the fourth Monday of April in each year. At this and all town
elections the polls shall be opened at eight o'clock A.M. and remain open until eight
o'clock P.M.

SECTION 3 - At state elections the polls shall open at seven o'clock A.M. and remain
open until eight o'clock P.M.

SECTION 4 - (a) Except as otherwise required by law, notice of every town meeting
shall be given by posting, at least seven days before the day appointed for the
meeting, an attested copy of the warrant therefor in the Town Office Building.
Compliance with this paragraph (a) as to any meeting shall constitute valid notice
thereof.

(b) If the Hingham Journal or any other newspaper is at the time circulated
in the town as a local newspaper, the Selectmen shall publish in one such
newspaper, at least seven (7) days before the date on which at any meeting there is
to be an election of officers, or other action by official ballot, a statement of the time
and place at which the polls will be open, and a copy of so much of the warrant as
refers to the business then and there to be done, provided that except as otherwise
provided by law compliance with the provisions of this paragraph (b) shall not be a
requisite of valid notice of any meeting, and noncompliance therewith shall not affect
the validity of any meeting or action taken thereat.

SECTION 5 - (a) At least seven (7) days before the day appointed in the warrant for
any annual town meeting, the Selectmen shall cause a copy of the warrant and a
copy of the report of the advisory committee thereon to be delivered to each occupied
dwelling house, tenement and hotel in the town, by mail or by any method determined
by the Selectmen. Provided, however, that if it appears to the Selectmen that for any
reason timely distribution of the warrant under this paragraph will not be made, and if
the Hingham Journal or any other newspaper is at the time circulated in the town as a
local newspaper, they shall publish an attested copy of the entire warrant in one such
newspaper at least seven (7) days before the day appointed in the warrant for the
meeting.



(b) At least fourteen days before the day appointed in the warrant for any
special town meeting, the Selectmen shall cause a copy of the warrant to be
delivered to each occupied dwelling house, tenement and hotel in the town, by mail
or by any method determined by the Selectmen. Provided, however, that if it appears
to the Selectmen that for any reason the timely distribution of the warrant under this
paragraph will not be made, and if the Hingham Journal or any other newspaper is at
the time circulated in the town as a local newspaper, they shall publish an attested
copy of the entire warrant in one such newspaper at least fourteen days before the
day appointed in the warrant for the meeting.

(c) As soon practicable after the adjournment of any town meeting, on a
vote to adjourn to another day, the Selectmen shall cause a brief statement of the
day and hour to which the adjournment was voted and of the business remaining to
come before the meeting to be posted in the same place where notice of the town
meeting was posted pursuant to Section 4 of this Article, and if the period of
adjournment will permit, shall cause a similar notice to be published in some one
newspaper, if any, circulated in the town as a local newspaper.

(d) Except as otherwise required by law, compliance with this Section 5
shall not be a requisite of valid notice of any meeting of any action taken thereat.

SECTION 6 - In conjunction with each article made a part of the warrant for a town
meeting pursuant to a petition to the Selectmen, there shall be inserted in such
warrant the name of the first person signing such petition and the words "and others."

SECTION 7 - The warrant for the annual town meeting shall close on the twentieth
day of January, except that the closing date for all zoning articles shall be December
first; provided, however, that the Selectmen shall open the warrant within such period
for the insertion of additional articles to the extent that compliance with any provision
of law shall require, or whenever in their reasonable opinion there remains sufficient
time for compliance with the provisions of Sections 4, 5, and 6 of this Article and with
the provisions of Article 14. The warrant for a special town meeting shall close on the
day determined by the Selectmen who shall cause notice of said date to be posted in
the Town Office Building.

SECTION 8 - The Selectmen shall, immediately after insertion of any article in the
warrant for any annual or special town meeting, forward copies of such article to the
advisory committee.

SECTION 9 - The number of voters necessary to constitute a quorum at town
meetings, except such parts of meetings as are devoted exclusively to the election of
town officers, shall be three hundred; provided, however, that a number of less than
three hundred may from time to time adjourn the same.



ARTICLE 3

PROCEDURE AT TOWN MEETINGS

SECTION 1 - All sessions of any town meeting shall be public to the extent required
by law. At any session of a town meeting held for the transaction of town business
(other than for the election of such officers as are required by law to be elected by
ballot) no person whose name is not on the list of voters shall be admitted to that part
of the hall reserved for voters, and this provision shall be enforced by use of such list.
The moderator shall determine the bounds of the reserved space.

SECTION 2 - Printed copies of the warrant shall be furnished the voters at all town
meetings.

SECTION 3 - Articles in the warrant shall be acted upon in their order, unless the
meeting by vote otherwise determines.

SECTION 4 - All reports, motions, and resolutions submitted for the consideration of
the meeting involving the expenditure of money shall be in writing and any other
report, motion, or resolution shall be reduced to writing if the moderator so directs.

SECTION 5 - No person shall speak more than twice upon any question, except for
the brief correction of an error in or misunderstanding of his previous statement,
unless all other who have not spoken on the question shall have spoken if they desire
to do so, and unless leave of the meeting is first obtained.

SECTION 6 - Without permission of the moderator, no person shall speak on any
subject for more than ten (10) minutes for the first time or more than five (5) minutes
for the second time.

SECTION 7 - Every person desiring to speak shall arise and address the chair and,
after recognition is obtained, shall stand while speaking, unless the moderator
otherwise directs.

SECTION 8 - Except as otherwise required by law, all votes shall be taken in the first
instance by voice vote. If the moderator is in doubt as to the results or if seven voters
rise and express doubt as to the result declared by the moderator, a standing vote
shall be taken, except that the vote shall be by ballot in such manner as the
moderator shall determine if either the Advisory Committee or fifty (50) voters
promptly call for a ballot vote. On matters requiring a two-thirds vote, the moderator
may declare two-thirds in favor by voice vote, and a count need not be taken unless a
standing vote or a ballot vote is required in accordance with this Section.



SECTION 9 - When a question is before the meeting, the following motions, to wit:

To adjourn,
To lay on the table,
For the previous question.
To postpone to a time certain,
To commit, recommit or refer
To amend,
To postpone indefinitely,

shall be received and shall have precedence in the foregoing order, and the first three
shall be decided without debate.

SECTION 10 - No vote shall be reconsidered except after the affirmative vote of
two-thirds (2/3) of the voters present and voting on a motion to reconsider such vote.

SECTION 11 - A motion to reconsider any vote must be made before the final
adjournment of the meeting at which the vote was passed; provided, however, that
such motion to reconsider shall not be made at an adjourned session of the meeting
unless the mover has given notice of his intention to make such a motion either at the
session of the meeting at which the vote was passed or by written notice to the town
clerk not less than twelve hours before the hour to which adjournment has been
voted and not more than forty-eight hours after the hour of adjournment of such
session. A vote shall not be reconsidered a second time or after a motion to
reconsider it has failed to pass.

SECTION 12 - At a special town meeting, not held within the annual town meeting,
no amount of money shall be appropriated for any purpose (1) if the Advisory
Committee recommends to the meeting that no amount be appropriated for that
purpose or (2) which is in excess of the amount recommended to the meeting by the
Advisory Committee for that purpose, except in either case by the affirmative vote of
two-thirds (2/3) of the voters present and voting on such appropriation.

(Section 12 was submitted by the Town Clerk to the Attorney General on 7/27/87. It
was adopted after no action by the Attorney General within 90 days as specified in
Chapter 40, Section 32 of the Massachusetts General Laws)











use to any location outside the town is prohibited.

B. The foregoing prohibition shall not apply to any removal activity in lawful operation
on any premises on March 10, 1941, and any such removal activity may continue as
an exempt operation unless and until abandoned. Nor shall the foregoing
prohibition apply to any removal activity pursuant to a permit issued by the Board of
Appeals prior to March 28, 1966

C. Whoever violates the provisions of this Article shall be punished by a fine of fifty
dollars ($50.00) for the first offense, one hundred dollars ($100.00) for the second
offense, and for each subsequent offense two hundred dollars ($200.00).

D. The provisions of this Article shall be enforced by the Building Commissioner.

SECTION 35 - Unregistered Motor Vehicles in Residential Districts

A. No person shall have more than one unregistered automobile or truck ungaraged
on his premises in residential districts at any one time unless authorized by the Board
of Selectmen. A violation of this Article shall be punishable by a fine of not more than
Twenty ($20.00) Dollars.

B. Whoever violates any provisions of this Article may, at the discretion of the
Building Commissioner or a Police Officer of the Town of Hingham, be subjected to
the imposition of a penalty through non-criminal process in accordance with
Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 40, Section 21D. For purposes of this
paragraph, after the issuance of warning for a violation, a penalty of $50.00 may be
imposed for the second and subsequent violations of this Article. The availability of
noncriminal process and penalties under this paragraph shall not preclude the use of
criminal process or other means of enforcement.

C. Penalties specified shall apply to each offense and for purposes of this Article the
existence of a violation shall be deemed a separate offense for each day that such
violation continues.

SECTION 36 - Size of Street Numbers on Buildings

The owner of each building used as a dwelling place or place of business within the
Town shall maintain the approved street number of the premises in a conspicuous
place, legible from the street, with numerals at least three (3) inches high.



ARTICLE 11

PARADES AND OPEN AIR MEETINGS

SECTION 1 - No person, without having first obtained a permit from the chief of
police, shall form or conduct in any way any parade (other than a military, funeral, or
school parade) or any assembly of people for the purpose of display or
demonstration.

SECTION 2 - No person shall give any public address, speech, or harangue in any
public way, public square, or pubic park without permission therefor from the chief of
police.

SECTION 3 - No permit shall be withheld under this Article for any consideration
other than public order or safety or reasonable public convenience.

SECTION 4 - Any person violating any of the provisions of this Article shall forfeit not
more than ten dollars ($10.00) for each offense.



ARTICLE 12

JUNK COLLECTORS

SECTION 1 - The selectmen may license suitable persons as junk collectors to pass
over public ways and in the course thereof to purchase and collect junk. No person
shall engage in such business without such license. As used in these by- laws the
word "junk" shall be deemed to describe all articles and material usually so described,
and also old metal and every second-hand article.

SECTION 2 - The selectmen may require each junk collector and each employee and
agent of any such, when engaged in collecting junk, to display upon his person or
vehicle, or both, a badge of such design as they may prescribe.

SECTION 3 - The selectmen may require that any place, vehicle, or receptacle used
for the collecting or keeping of junk shall be subject to examination at any time by the
selectmen or their agent.

SECTION 4 - The selectmen may license suitable persons to be dealers in and
keepers of shops for the purchase, sale, and barter of junk, and no person shall be a
dealer in or keeper of a junk shop without such license.

SECTION 5 - Every person so licensed shall keep a book in which shall be written at
the time of every purchase of any article of junk a description thereof, the name of the
person from whom and the time when such purchase was made. Such book shall at
all times be open to the inspection of the selectmen and police department.

SECTION 6 - Every person so licensed shall put in a conspicuous place on his shop
a sign having his name and occupation clearly inscribed thereon and shall at all times
allow his shop and articles therein to be examined by the selectmen or the police
department and shall comply with all directions and requirements of the selectmen or
of the board of health.

SECTION 7 - No person shall use any building, enclosure, or other structure for the
storage, sale, or keeping of rags, waste, paper stock, or other inflammable material
without a written license therefor from the selectmen, which license shall be granted
only after the premises have been inspected and approved by the chief of the fire
department.

SECTION 8 - No person licensed under this Article shall directly or indirectly
purchase or receive from any minor any article of junk, except rags, paper or bottles,
knowing or having reason to believe the minor to be such.

SECTION 9 - Each license granted under this Article shall expire on April 30 following
the date of issuance and may be revoked by the selectmen at any time in their
discretion.



SECTION 10 - Whoever violates any of the provisions of this Article or any rules,
regulations or restrictions contained in any license issued to him hereunder or any
requirement of the selectmen made hereunder shall forfeit not more than twenty
dollars ($20.00) for each offense.



ARTICLE 13

DEALERS IN OLD OR SECOND-HAND METALS AND PRECIOUS METALS

PART 1 - GENERAL

SECTION 1 - LICENSE -- REQUIRED

No person shall deal in or keep a shop for the purchase, sale, or barter of old or
second-hand metals or old or second-hand precious metals, hereinafter sometimes
referred to as "such article" or "such articles," (including gold, silver, or platinum,
without regard to the form or amount of such precious metal, or whether or not such
precious metal is an incidental or minor component of some other article such as
jewelry, bric-a-brac, statuary, or the like), or keep or store the same for purchase,
sale, or barter, in any building or place within the limits of the town, without a license
from the Board of Selectmen.

SECTION 2 - LICENSE -- ISSUANCE; CONTENTS; TERM; FEE

The Board of Selectmen may license suitable persons to be dealers in or keepers of
shops for the purchase, sale, or barter of old or second-hand metals or old or
second-hand precious metals, at such places within the town as may be designated
in such licenses, under such conditions and restrictions as are prescribed in this Part
I, which by the provisions hereof are deemed to be and shall be incorporated in every
such license.

Such license shall continue in force until the first day of May following the effective
date of such license unless sooner revoked. Any such license may be granted in
April to take effect on the first day of May next ensuing. The licensee shall pay to the
Town Clerk, for the use of the town, fifty dollars ($50.00).

SECTION 3 - LICENSE -- RECORDATION BY TOWN CLERK

It shall be the duty of the Town Clerk to keep a record of every license granted under
the provisions of this Part I.

SECTION 4 - GENERAL RULES AND REGULATIONS

No person required to be licensed under this Part I shall, directly or indirectly, either
purchase or receive by way of barter or exchange any of such articles from a minor
knowing or having reason to believe him to be a minor.

No such article purchased or received shall be sold or altered in appearance, form, or
substance until a period of at least fifteen days from the date of its purchase or
receipt has elapsed, except when such period, or portion thereof, is waived by the
Chief of Police or his designee. No such person shall have his shop open for the



transaction of business nor shall he purchase or receive any of such articles, except
between 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. No person so engaged as a dealer in or a keeper
of a shop for the purchase, sale, or barter of such articles, licensed under this Part I,
shall keep, store, or deposit such articles other than in a covered building devoted to
that purpose.

Every person required to be licensed under this Part I shall make out and deliver to
the Chief of Police of the Town every day, Sundays and holidays excepted, before
the hour of 10:00 a.m., a clear, legible, and correct list containing an accurate
description of all such articles purchased or receiving during the preceding business
day, the prices paid therefor, the time when such articles were purchased or received,
and the respective numbers of such articles (required by Section 5 hereof) together
with the name and address of the party from whom such articles were purchased or
received.

SECTION 5 - BOOKS TO BE KEPT; NUMBERING OF ARTICLES
PURCHASED; INSPECTION

Every person required to be licensed under this Part I shall keep a book in which shall
be written in English, at the time of every purchase or receipt, a description of the old
or second-hand metal or old or second-hand precious metal so purchased or
received, the name, date of birth, and residence of the person from whom, and the
day and hour when, such purchase or receipt was made.

Every such person shall, at the time of any such purchase or receipt, attach a number
to each such article bought or received, and shall make entry of such number in the
book. Such book shall at all times be open for the inspection of the Selectmen, Chief
of Police, any member of the police force, and by any person authorized in writing by
the Board of Selectmen.

SECTION 6 - DESIGNATION AND INSPECTION OF SHOPS

Every person required to be licensed under this Part I shall put in some suitable and
conspicuous place in his shop a sign having his name and occupation clearly and
legibly inscribed thereon. Such shops, and all articles therein may at all times be
examined by the Selectmen, Chief of Police, any member of the police force, and by
any person authorized in writing by the Board of Selectmen.

SECTION 7 - SCALES REQUIRED

Every person required to be licensed under this Part I shall have on the licensed
premises a suitable scale. Said scales shall be annually tested and sealed by the
Sealer of Weights and Measures of the Town of Hingham.



PART II

CONVEYANCES FOR COLLECTION OF METALS

SECTION 8 - LICENSES -- REQUIRED

No person shall drive, operate, or maintain a wagon or other conveyance for the
collection of old or second-hand metals or old or second-hand precious metals within
the limits of the town without a license from the Board of Selectmen. In this Part II,
"such person" shall mean any person driving, operating, maintaining, or controlling
any wagon or conveyance required to be licensed under this Part II.

SECTION 9 - LICENSES -- GENERALLY

The Board of Selectmen may license suitable persons to drive, operate, maintain, or
control wagons or other conveyances for the collection of old or second-hand metals
or old or second- hand precious metals, under such conditions and restrictions as are
prescribed in this Part II, which by the provisions hereof are deemed to be and shall
be incorporated in every such license. Such license shall continue in force until the
first day of May following the effective date of such license unless sooner revoked;
provided, that such license may be granted in April to take effect on the first day of
May next ensuing. The licensee shall pay to the Town Clerk for the license, for the
use of the town, fifty dollars ($50.00)

SECTION 10 - LICENSES -- RECORDATION BY TOWN CLERK

It shall be the duty of the Town Clerk to keep a record of every license granted under
the provisions of this Part II.

SECTION 11 - GENERAL RULES AND REGULATIONS

Every such wagon or other conveyance required to be licensed under this Part II shall
bear clearly and conspicuously the licensee's name, and the number of the license,
printed in English on a metal plate affixed to the outside, and each side, of the wagon
or other conveyance. Each driver, operator, or person in control of any such licensed
wagon or other conveyance shall wear on the front of his hat a metal badge, upon
which shall appear in figures not less than one inch square the number of his license
issued under this Part II. Such metal plates and badge shall be furnished by the
Town Clerk at the expense of the licensee. Every license shall designate the person
employed to drive such vehicle. Such driver shall not be changed without the consent
of the Board of Selectmen, and record of such change shall be made in the Office of
the Town Clerk. Every such wagon or other conveyance and all articles therein may
at all times be examined by the Selectmen, Chief of Police, any member of the police
force, and by any person authorized in writing by the Board of Selectmen.



No such person shall, directly or indirectly, either purchase or receive by way of barter
or exchange any of such articles from a minor knowing or having reason to believe
him to be a minor.

No such person shall purchase or receive any of such articles except on weekdays
between 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m.

No such article purchased or received shall be sold or altered in appearance, form, or
substance until a period of at least fifteen days from the date of its purchase or
receipt has elapsed, except when such period, or portion thereof, is waived by the
Chief of Police or his designee.

Every person required to be licensed under this Part II shall make out and deliver to
the Chief of Police of the Town every day, Sundays and holidays excepted, before
the hour of 10:00 a.m., a clear, legible, and correct list containing an accurate
description of all such articles purchased or received during the preceding business
day, the prices paid therefor, the time when such articles were purchased or
received, and the respective number of such articles (required by Section 12 hereof),
together with the name and address of the party from whom such articles were
purchased or received.

SECTION 12 - BOOKS TO BE KEPT; NUMBERING OF ARTICLES
PURCHASED; INSPECTION.

Every person required to be licensed under this Part 11 shall keep a book in which
shall be written in English, at the time of every purchase or receipt, a description of
the old or second-hand metal or old or second-hand precious metal so purchased or
received, the name, date of birth, and residence of the person from whom, and the
day and hour when, such purchase or receipt was made.

Every such person shall, at the time of any such purchase or receipt, attach a number
to each such article bought or received, and shall make entry of such number in the
book. Such book shall at all times be open for the inspection of the Selectmen, Chief
of Police, any member of the police force, and by any person authorized in writing by
the Board of Selectmen.

SECTION 13 - SCALES REQUIRED

Every person required to be licensed under this Part II shall have in any such wagon
or conveyance a suitable scale. Said scales shall be annually tested and sealed by
the Sealer of Weights and Measures of the Town of Hingham.



PART III - VIOLATIONS

SECTION 14 - PENALTIES.

Whoever violates any of the provisions of this Article 13 or any regulations or
restrictions contained in any license issued hereunder shall be subject to a fine or not
less than fifty dollars ($50.00) and not more than two hundred dollars ($200.00); and
each day of any such violation shall constitute a separate offense.



ARTICLE 14
PART 1

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

SECTION 1 - There shall be an advisory committee, which shall perform the duties
set forth in the following sections of this Article and be governed by the provisions
thereof. Said committee shall consist of fifteen citizens of the town, and shall be
appointed as provided in the following section. No person holding an elective or
appointive town office shall be eligible to serve on said committee.

SECTION 2 - Prior to the commencement of each fiscal year, the moderator shall
appoint five members of said committee, each to serve a term of three (3) years,
commencing on the first day of the fiscal year next following the appointment;
provided, however, that any incumbent members, whose term would otherwise expire
at an annual town meeting, in accordance with the provisions of this section in effect
a the time of such member's appointment, shall serve through June 30th of the year
in which the term expires. The committee shall choose its own officers, and shall
serve without pay, excepting, however, the secretary, whose compensation shall be
fixed by the committee. The committee shall cause to be kept a true record of its
proceedings.

SECTION 3 - There shall be referred to and considered by the Advisory committee all
articles in any town meeting warrant. A public hearing may be held upon any article,
and a notice of such hearing shall be given either by advertising the same in a
newspaper published in the town, or by posting a copy thereof in at least six public
places in the town five days at least before said hearing. The committee shall report
to the town meeting, in print or otherwise, such recommendations on each article as it
deems best for the interests of the town.

SECTION 4 - The advisory committee shall consider the budget proposed for the
town for the ensuing fiscal year by the Board of Selectmen. Such budget shall show
in detail all estimated income from the proposed tax levy and other sources and all
proposed expenditures, including debt service, for the ensuing fiscal year, and shall
be arranged to show the actual and estimated income and expenditures for the
previous, current and ensuing fiscal years. The advisory committee shall, after
considering such proposed budget, establish the amounts which should, in its
opinion, be appropriated for the ensuing fiscal year, shall add thereto such
explanations and suggestions as it deems expedient, and shall report thereon as
provided in Section 3.

SECTION 5 - Whenever any vacancy shall occur in the committee it shall be filled by
the moderator. If any member is absent from five consecutive meetings of the
committee, for other cause than illness, his position shall be deemed vacant and the
committee shall report such vacancy to the moderator, who shall proceed to fill the



same. Any person chosen to fill a vacancy in the committee shall hold office for the
unexpired term of the person whom he succeeds.

SECTION 6 - The committee shall make an annual report of its doings, with
recommendations relative to financial matters and such other matters at it deems
expedient, to be printed with the annual reports of the town officers.

PART 2

CAPITAL OUTLAY COMMITTEE

SECTION 1 - There shall be a Capital Outlay Committee, which shall perform the
duties set forth in the following sections of this Article 14 and be governed by the
provisions hereof. Said committee shall consist of six citizens of the town, and shall
be appointed as provided in the following sections.

SECTION 2 - The moderator shall appoint three of the members of said committee.
Prior to the commencement of each fiscal year, the moderator shall appoint one
member to said committee to serve a term of three years, commencing on the first
day of the fiscal year next following the appointment; provided, however, that any
incumbent member whose term would otherwise expire at an annual town meeting, in
accordance with the terms of this section in effect at the time of such member
appointment, shall serve through June 30th of the year in which the term expires.

SECTION 3 - The Chairman of the Advisory Committee, prior to the commencement
of each fiscal year shall appoint, from among the members of the Advisory
Committee, two members of said committee to serve a term of one year, beginning
on the first day of the fiscal year next following the appointment; provided, however,
that any incumbent member whose term would otherwise expire at an annual town
meeting, in accordance with the provisions of this Section in effect at the time of such
member appointment, shall serve through June 30th of the year in which the term
expires.

SECTION 4 - Whenever any vacancy shall occur in the committee, it shall be filled by
the appointing authority which appointed the member whose position shall have
become vacant. Any person appointed to fill a vacancy in the committee shall hold
office for the unexpired term of the person whom he succeeds.

SECTION 5 - The town accountant shall be ex-officio a member of the committee.
He shall not, however, be entitled to vote on the making of recommendations to be
included in its reports. The committee shall choose its own officers and shall serve
without compensation.

SECTION 6 - It shall be the duty of the committee to ascertain annually what capital
outlays will be required by the town during the next six years. In making this
determination, it may consult the town, county, and state officials and with other



boards and committees of the town. It shall publish and distribute to each voter an
annual report and such further reports as it deems advisable, and shall include in
such reports its estimates of income, operational expenses and tax rates, and its
recommendation for scheduling capital outlays and for the financing of such outlays
as in its judgment cannot be, or should not be, paid for entirely out of current
revenues.



ARTICLE 15
HARBOR BY-LAW

SECTION 1 - In construing this Article the following words shall have the meanings
herein unless a contrary intention clearly appears:

"Hingham Harbor" - The waters of the sea lying within the limits of the Town of
Hingham.

"Harbor Master" - The Harbor Master and assistant harbor masters of Hingham duly
appointed by the Board of Selectmen.

"Boat" - Watercraft of every description (except a seaplane on the water) used or
capable of being used as a means of transportation on water.

"Person" - Any individual, corporation, society, association, or partnership.

"Skin-diving" - Swimming underwater with the aid of fins, mask, snorkel tube, or
self-contained apparatus for the assistance of breathing.

"Moor" or "mooring" - The securing or making fast of a boat, raft, or float by means of
cables, anchors, lines, chains, or other device or contrivances, to the ocean bottom,
the shore, or a dock, slip, pier, or marina; meaning and intending that this phrase
applies to boats, rafts or floats which are secured to the ocean bottom, as well as to
boats, rafts, or floats secured to a dock or slip in a marina.

"Permit owner" - A person to whom a Hingham mooring permit has been issued.

SECTION 2 - Except in an emergency, no person, including, but not limited to, a
person acting as master, owner, or custodian, shall moor or anchor any boat, raft, or
float for a period of more than forty-eight (48) hours within the limits of Hingham
Harbor, or in any waters under the jurisdiction of the Harbor Master, without first
obtaining written permission of the Harbormaster.

SECTION 3 - Applications for mooring or docking permit shall be made to the Harbor
Master and shall contain the following information:

(a) the name and address of owner of the boat, raft, or float;

(b) the size, color, and type of the boat, raft, or float;

(c) the registration number, if any, of the boat;

(d) the size and type of mooring;



(e) the size and age of bottom and top anchorage chains, pennants, and pennant
lines.

(f) the signature of the owner of the boat, raft, or float;

(g) the desired location of the mooring or place of anchorage of the boat, raft, or float;
and

(h) such other pertinent information as the Harbor Master reasonably may specify.

SECTION 4

(a) If the Harbor Master finds that the application conforms to the requirements of the
regulations enacted pursuant to section five of the Article, he shall, upon payment by
the applicant of a mooring fee therefor, established by the Selectmen prior to the first
day of February each year, issue the permit confirming the location for said mooring
or anchorage. If for any reason the requested location is not available, a permit for a
location shall be assigned by the Harbor Master as near to the desired location as is
feasible; provided, however, that the Harbor Master shall not issue a permit to any
person or entity who at the time is delinquent in the payment of any boat-excise tax.

(i) The present year mooring permit/decal will be properly affixed to the port
quarter of the boat.

(b) No boat shall be placed on a mooring in Hingham waters until the application for
mooring permit has been filed and approved by the Harbor Master, except as
provided in Section 2 of Article 15. Upon acceptance of a mooring application by the
Harbor Master the mooring or docking permit will be valid only for the calendar year in
which the permit is issued. Mooring permits are not transferable and are only
applicable to the designated boat identified on the mooring application. The applicant
is responsible for mooring anchor, mooring tackle, and pennants whether solely
owned or rented.

(c) Any person who during the preceding year was the permit owner has priority for a
mooring permit, at the same location, providing the boat is the same size, (length,
draft, and beam), as the previous year, and has met the requirement of Section 4(a)
of this Article.

(d) In the event a permit owner of a previous year upgrades in length, or draft, or size
which may cause relocation of permit owner's mooring, or in the event that a change
in boats causes the Harbor Master to change permit owner's location of mooring, the
following will be used to determine who has priority to the open location;

(i) The person who was a permit owner the previous season will have priority
over the current waiting list for boats that required the same type of location
(same length category, draft, size), provided the person requesting the mooring



change has been a continuous permit owner for a period of consecutive years
which is greater than the number of consecutive years than that of the person
who is next on the waiting list for the same category.

(ii) All people who wish to be on the waiting list for a mooring must re-apply
each year in order to maintain their position on the waiting list.

(e) All persons must file for a mooring permit by the first day of March in order to
maintain their priority.

(f) Special Regulations for the Inner Basin.

(The Inner Basin is defined as the area of Hingham Harbor that lies South of a line
drawn from Broad Cove to the south most tip of Ragged Island, and then continuous
due East to land.)

(i) At the discretion of the Harbor Master, no mooring permits shall be issued to
craft over thirty (30) feet in length.

(ii) - Transient moorings, when available, will be limited to a total of six (6) in the
inner basin. The Harbormaster has the sole authority to create and assign the
use of transient moorings.

SECTION 5 - The Harbor Master shall promulgate regulations governing the size and
specifications for moorings and their hardware and pennants, and shall submit the
same to the Board of Selectmen for approval. Upon approval, the regulations shall be
published in a newspaper published in the Town of Hingham and copies thereof shall
be available at the Harbor Master's Office upon request. Said regulations may be
amended from time to time in the manner herein before set forth.

SECTION 6 - Winter moorings buoys shall be removed by their owners from
anchorage and replaced by appropriate floating buoys upon receipt by said owners of
a written order from the Harbor Master, and in no event shall any such winter mooring
buoy remain in Hingham Harbor after June first of each year.

If any such winter mooring buoy is not replaced within two (2) weeks after receipt of
said written order, the Harbor Master may remove said buoy and replace it with an
appropriate floating buoy at the owner's expense. Neither the Harbor Master nor the
Town of Hingham, its agents or employees, shall be liable for any damage or liability
directly or indirectly arising out to such removal or replacement.

SECTION 7- No boat shall exceed the speed of six (6) nautical miles per hour or be
operated at speed which shall cause a visible wake within the confines of Hingham
Harbor, except while engaged in water skiing or the use of personal watercraft in
areas as defined on charts issued for such use by the Board of Selectmen.



SECTION 8 - Any person skin-diving in Hingham Harbor shall:

(a) obtain the written approval of the Harbor Master in advance, designating the
permitted area;

(b) operate from a boat occupied and under the control of at least one other natural
person not less than eighteen (18) years of age;

(c) display a diver's flag consisting of a red field and a white diagonal stripe not less
than twelve (12) inches square, held upright on a float or other similar device at a
height sufficient to be visible to passing boats;

(d) tow said float and flag with him while he is on surface or submerged in water,
unless for commercial purposes permission in writing is granted by the Harbor Master
to display floats or flags in some other manner for the protection of divers in Hingham
Harbor.

SECTION 9 – No person shall operate a boat in Hingham Harbor or in the Hingham
waters of the Back River or Weir River (which are Areas of Critical Environmental
Concern) while towing water skiers, aquaplanes or other similar devices except in
areas defined on charts issued by the Board of Selectmen, and in no event shall any
such boat be operated within one hundred fifty (150) feet of any beach or swimming
float.

SECTION 10 –

(a) No boat shall be moored at a Town of Hingham pier for a period of time in excess
of thirty (30) minutes without first obtaining written permission from the Harbormaster.

(b) No swimming shall be permitted from Town of Hingham piers or launching ramps.

(c) No private marker, mooring or anchorage buoy, lobster-pot buoy, or other
temporary or permanent marker may be placed in the fairway or channel of Hingham
Harbor at any time without the express written permission of the Harbor Master. Any
such marker or buoy, so placed in any fairway or channel in Hingham Harbor, shall
be construed as a hazard to navigation, and shall be removed by the person causing
it to be in place, upon the order of the Harbor Master, or may be removed by the
Harbor Master, with no liability to the Harbor Master or the Town of Hingham, or the
agents, servants, or employees of either.

SECTION 11 - No person, other than the Harbor Master or a person acting with the
Harbor Master's written consent, shall board or move any boat in mooring or
anchorage or molest any tender except in case of emergency or with the express
consent of the owner or master of said boat.




