Hingham Historical Commission

Town Hall, 210Central Stred, Hingham, Massachusett€2043

To: Richard Morgan, Building Commissioner
Frank and Denise Teixeira, 11 Steamboat Lane
Date: June 10, 2009

Re: 11 Steamboat Lane - Proposed Demolition

INTRODUCTION:

In accordance with the Town of Hingham By -Law regulating the Demolition of
Historically Significant Buildings or Structu res, the Hingham Historical
Commission has reviewed the demolition permit submitted to the Building
Commissioner on March 17, 2009 by Frank and Denise Teixeira (the applicants),

seeking to demolish the premises at 11 Steamboat Lane and build a replacement
structure or structures.

The premises have been duly designated by the Co mmission, since September of

2008, for inclusion on the Inventory of the Historic and Prehistoric Assets of the
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the meaning of Section (c) of the By -Law.

The purpose of the By-Law) g *"pgpmb " fcfbagfkgPb gfl kg %" &g q
historic and aesthetic qualities of the Town by preserving, rehabilitating or

restoring, whenever possible, buildings or structures which constitute or reflect

distinctive features of the architectu ral or historic resources of the Town, thereby

mol jlgfkdggebgmr if gtbic”~obg” "kagmobpbosfkdgoc
majority of the cities and towns in the Commonwealth have adopted a similar by -

law or ordinance.

Pursuant to Section (d), subse ctions (2) and (3) of our By -Law, the Commission
determined preliminarily, after a site  -review of the premises, a review of the draft
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assessment form*, and after entertaining a presentation by the applicants at a

public meeting called for this purpose on A pril 13, 2009, that the buildings or

pgor qrobpg”q¢g..gPgb”j I "ggl "kbg”"obg|] efpqglof’
Building Commissioner and the applicants of this determination in a

communi cation dated April 14, 20009.

The By-Law requires, in subs ection (d) (4), that a n applicant wishing further
consideration of the matter by the Commission then submit, within sixty (60) days,
"boqgqrfkgfkclojrqfl kg I kpgfqragfkdg~rg,abjlifqgfl
the applicants fully complied with  this requirement, but the Commission neverthe -

less scheduled and conducted a duly -advertised public hearing on the application for

a demolition permit, pursuant to subsection (d) (5) of the By  -Law, on May 18, 2009.

FINDING:

We find that the age, architect ural style, historic association and importance of the

premises at 11 Steamboat Lane are as specified in the Inventory Form prepared for

us by Fannin/Lehner, Preservation Consultants, a copy of which, together with

attachments thereto, is attached hereto a p§g | Buef fq¢g >~ g "kag f k|
reference. Briefly stated, we find that this 1905 residence, in the proposed

Barnes/Old Colony Hill Historic District, is significant because of its architectural

style, apparent association with an architect or architects of note, and association
tfgeggebg>kaobt, J "pl kgBpg~rgb) g~ "kage~pg bbkgaqg
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Steamboat Lane and the historically prominent Hersey, Andrew, Thayer and Mason
crjfifbpgfpg”rjmivgabjl kpqgo”rgbagfkgqgebg | kprigqg
here. A copy of this report was given to representatives of the applicants at the May

18 hearing.
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dwelling is wet, that the wiring needs updating and that other necessary and

desirable improvements would prove difficult and costly. For these reasons and

others, their preference is to demolish the existing structure and replace it with a

larger dwelli ng to their liking, as shown in plans submitted by their builder and

architect.

Qebg@ jjfppfl kg I k> irabp)geltbsbo)gge”qgqgqgqebghb
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1The Massachusetts Histor i dadcal&€opoinmnichstseifimlhvérssonis For m B
attached hereto and incorporated by reference.
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historical and architectural resources, it is in the public interest to preserve,
ober fifgrgbglogobpqglob+"  gdawbbgpr pb - qgfl kg %a

We were presented with no evidence tending to show that the preservation,
rehabilitation or preservation of the premises would be impractical or cost -
prohibitive. The integrity of the historic structure has been faithfully preserved by

other occupants during the century and more since its  construction, and the house
remains essentially sound inside and out. 2

ORDER:

Since the Commission has determined, in accordance with subsection (d) (7) of the
By-Law, that the premises at 11 Steamboat Lane should be preferably be preserved,
the Building Commissioner shall not issue a demolition permit for a period of six (6)
months from the date of the filing of this report with him, unless we inform him
prior to the expiration of such six (6) month period that we are satisfied that the
applicants have m ade a bona fide, reasonable and unsuccessful effort to locate a
purchaser for the premises who is willing to preserve, rehabilitate or restore the
premises, or, alternatively, have agreed to accept a demolition permit on specified
conditions approved by th e Commission.

The Commission stands rea dy to meet and confer with the A pplicants in an effort to
accommodate our respective concerns. Either they or their representatives are
encouraged to communicate their willingness to participate in such an effort at the
earliest opportunity .

Any further appeal from this decision must be made pursuant to Section (g) of the
By-Law.

2 See the portfolio of photographs of the exterior and interior at 11 Steamboat Lane, taken on July 5,
2008, by the prior owners, the Wi lliams family, in the
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FORM B - BUILDING

MaSSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING

220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125

Photograph

Assessor's Mumber  USGS Quad  Area{s)  Form Number

w0 ] g [ ][]

Insert here or on a Continuation Sheet a digital
photograph (either color or black and white).

A paper photographic print (3¥%x3%" or 4x6" must
also be attached to the form in this space or to a
Continuation Sheet. Prints, from a photo-quality
inkjet printer, must use brand name paper and
inks approved by MHC. Attached photographs
should be clearly identified with town name and
property address. See MHC's Guidelines for
Inventory Form Photographs

Topographic or Assessor's Map

Insert here or on a Continuation Sheet a map
clearly showing the location of the property
including the name of the nearest rogd or street
and at least one other intersecting road or feature.

Assessor's maps are preferred, but other forms of
detailed plans such as an excerpt from a USGS
topographic map or an aerial or satellite photo
clearly marked are also acceptable, See MHC's
Guidelines for fnvenrory Form Locational
Information.

Recorded by: Pannin/Lehner Preservation Consultants

Organization: gingham Historical Commission
Date (month .l'"}"E'fJTj: April 2009

Town: Hingham

Place: {neighborhood or villags)
Proposed Barnes/0ld Colony Local
Historic Distriet

Address;: 11 Steamboat Lane

Historic Name: Mason Estate Guesthouse
Uses: Present: Residence

COriginal: Guesthouse to Mason Estate
Date of Construction: 1905

Source: Assessors/Visuval Evidence
Style/Form: Shingle Style
Architect/Builder:

Exterior Material:
Foundation: oW random rubble

Wall/Trim: Weathered shingles
Roof: Asphalt shingles

Outhuildings/Secondary Structures:
One story barm c.1920. Carage c.1920.

Major Alterations (with dates) Wone

Condition: Excellent
Moved: no| X| ves| | Date

Acreage: 1,69 acres

Setting: Locpted on the west side of the
large penisunla area below World's End, the
land overfooks three sides of Hingham Harbo:
towards east, north and west. It is
congidered to be one of the most spectacular

water gites in Hingham.

Fallow Massachuserts Historical Commizsion Survey Miarual tristruciions for completing this form,



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Town
Hingham

MassacHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILIING

220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD

BosToN, MASSACHUSETTS 02125
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Property Address
11 Steamboat Lane

Area(s)  Form No.




INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Town Property Address
Hingham 11 Steamboat Lane

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Arca{s]  Form Mo,
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING
220 MoRrrISSEY BOULEVARD [ E J

BosTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIFTION

The Shingle Style residence located at 11 Steamboat Lane is one of the few extant
early -century houses in Hingham of this eminently American architectural
style. Hingham was established in 1635, and today (April 2009) it still has in
existence over 240 homes listed in the Hingham Historical and Architectural
Inventory of 2003, dating from the 17 century, through the Colonial, Federal
and Greek revival periods, all classically derived styles, influenced by English
architecture. Later, by the mid-19" century, appeared the eclectic revival styles of
the period: the Gothic Revival, Second Empire or Mansardic, Italianate, Stick
Style, Queen Anne, and Shingle Style. There are only 83 structures of these mid
to late 19" century styles listed in the Inventory; of these, few are Shingle Style
residences. This is partially due to the survival of earlier homes, and to the quiet
economic times of Hingham of that period. 11 Steamboat Lane will soon join the
short Shingle Style list when nominated to Hingham's Historical and
Architectural Inventory.

The residence is a fine example of the Shingle Style type houses favored for
country and seaside sites, a trend which began with ﬁ grandiose shingled
summer homes of MeKim, Mead and White in the 1880s and continued with the
fine Shingle Style houses of William Ralph Emerson in Massachusetts and John
Calvin Stevens in Maine. These residences were characterized by quiet, compact
massing, enveloping roofs, simple or few classical details, a plethora of purcll)ﬂa .
enclosed, open or used for sleeping; the walling was often weathered shingles
although, at times, the shingles were stained. This last characteristic of
weathered shingles was reintroduced in the late 1870s when architects began to
take a serious interest in the American historic and architectural past,
Eaml':n:iarly the 17" century weathered clapboarded or shingled houses of New
ngland.

11 Steamboat Lane was built ca. 1905, the year Elizabeth Andrew, granddaughter
of Governor John Albion Andrew, married Charles E. Mason. The structure was
constructed in a style that reached its highest expression in the seaside resorts of
the northeastern seaboard. As it was planned to be a guesthouse, rather than a
family home, it does not have the imposing dimensions of similar houses built in
Maine, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, and other states. Yet, due to its
historic architecture and site, it is one of the most imposing houses overlooking
Hingham Harbor. A tall hipped roof, pierced by shed dormers and two
chimneys, envelops the structure; the south and north fagades display open cross



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Town Property Address

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Bingham 11 Steamboar Lane
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD l l —I

BosTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION (Continued)

gables. Although compactly massed, there is an interesting patterning in the use
of solids and voids as seen in the open porch on the east elevation under the
main roof while on the west elevation the semi-enclosed 2™ floor porch is
covered with a crossed hipped roof. The wrap-around porch has a shed roof
emanating from the north and west elevations. The plainness of the architecture
is seen in the slightly curved brackets that su t the barely perceptible eaves of
the roof. Architectural simplicity is also exhibited at the rocfed entrance on the
south fagade and above the door of the 1520s small barn to the east. The shingled
walls flow from one elevation to the other, barely visible in the slightly flaring
second floor shingles over the first floor; boards or quoins do not interrupt the
weathered shingles at the comers of the houses. 'ﬁ'us shingled movement is
smooth and elegant; it enhances the irregularity of the shape of the residence and
the uniformity of its surface. The fenestration is traditional, six over six, except
for the pattern of horizontals panes of the northwest wrap-porch which allows a
superb panoramic view of Hingham harbor.

11 Steamboat Lane is one of the most historically and architecturally significant
early 20th century Shingle Style residences in the World’s End neighborhood and
in Hingham. (MBL)



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET  Town Property Address
Hingham 11 Steamboat Lane

CoMMISSION
MassacHuseTTs HisToRICAL Aceaidh Form No.

MAsSSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING
220 MorrissEy BOULEVARD

Boston, MassacHuserTs 02125

HI TIVE

The Shingle-Style guesthouse of the Mason Estate at 11 Steamboat Lane was
built in 1905 or shortly thereafter. The main house of the Mason Estate was
located at 38 Martin's Lane. Although the two houses were on different
streets, they actually were fairly close together, connected by a path and small
bridge, clearly visible in an aerial photograph of 1928. The guesthouse sits on
a rise, occupying a magnificent site overlooking Hingham Harbor. Below the
house lie Barnes's Rocks and Mansfield's Cove. It is located in the World's End
neighborhood, an area east of Martin's Lane.

World's End, which connects to the neighborhood to the east and north, isa
251-acre peninsula of two glacial drumlins joined by a beach affording
spectacular ocean views with winding roadways designed by the renowned
landscape architect, Frederick Law Olmsted. The peninsula is a property of
the Trustees of Reservations.

The guesthouse is not only significant architecturally as an excellent example
of the Shingle-Style, not common in Hingham, but also historically. The
history of the house is interwoven with three powerful Boston families, the
Andrews, the Thayers and the Masons, who made Hingham their beloved
summer home and helped form the nucleus of Hingham's summer colony.

Congressman John Forrester Andrew (1850-1895), the son of the great Civil
War governor, John Albion Andrew (1818-1867), built the main “Cottage” in
1891. Governor Andrew and his family had a long and happy relationship
with Hingham, beginning shortly after his graduation from Bowdoin College
and strengthened by his marriage to Hingham-born Eliza Jones Hersey in
1848. Residing in Hingham during the summer and autumn months, the
Andrews occupied various houses on Main, South and Summer Streets.

John Forrester Andrew married Harriet Thayer, the daughter of the
fabulously wealthy Boston tycoon, Nathaniel Thayer (1808-1883), in 1883. The
couple lived in Boston's fashionable Back Bay in the winter but visited John
F.’s mother, Mrs. John A. Andrew, in Hingham in the summer. Unfortunately,
the same year they built their summer cottage, Harriet Thayer Andrew died,
leaving her husband and daughters Cornelia (b. 1884), age seven and






