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Hingham Historical Commission 
Town Hall,  210 Central Street, Hingham, Massachusetts 02043 

 

 

To:       Richard Morgan, Building Commissioner  

            Frank and Denise Teixeira, 11 Steamboat Lane  

Date:   June 1 0, 2009 

Re:      11 Steamboat Lane ¬ Proposed Demolition  

 

INTRODUCTION:  

In accordance with the Town of Hingham By -Law regulating the Demolition of 

Historically Significant Buildings or Structu res, the Hingham Historical 

Commission has reviewed the demolition permit submitted to the Building 

Commissioner on March 17, 2009 by Frank and Denise Teixeira (the applicants), 

seeking to demolish the premises at 11 Steamboat Lane and build a replacement 

structure or structures.  

The premises have been duly designated by the Co mmission, since September of 

2008, for inclusion on the Inventory of the Historic and Prehistoric Assets of the 

@ljjlktb^iqeģ^kaģqerpģ`lkpqfqrqbģ¦Obdri^qbaģ?rfiafkdpģ^kaģPqor`qrobp´ģtfqefkģ

the meaning of Section (c) of the By -Law.  

The purpose of the By -Law)ģ^pģpmb`fcfbaģfkģPb`qflkģ%^&ģqeboblc)ģfpģqlģ¦molqb`qģqebģ

historic and aesthetic qualities of the Town by preserving, rehabilitating or 

restoring, whenever possible, buildings or structures which constitute or reflect 

distinctive features of the architectu ral or historic resources of the Town, thereby 

moljlqfkdģqebģmr_if`ģtbic^obģ^kaģmobpbosfkdģqebģ`riqro^iģebofq^dbģlcģqebģQltk+´ģ>ģ

majority of the cities and towns in the Commonwealth have adopted a similar by -

law or ordinance.  

Pursuant to Section (d), subse ctions (2) and (3) of our By -Law, the Commission 

determined preliminarily, after a site -review of the premises, a review of the draft 
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assessment form 1, and after entertaining a presentation by the applicants at a 

public meeting called for this purpose on A pril 13, 2009, that the buildings or 

pqor`qrobpģ^qģ..ģPqb^j_l^qģI^kbģ^obģ¦efpqlof`^iivģpfdkfcf`^kq)´ģ^kaģarivģklqfcfbaģqebģ

Building Commissioner and the applicants of this determination in a 

communi cation dated April 14, 2009.  

The By -Law requires, in subs ection (d) (4), that a n applicant wishing further 

consideration of the matter by the Commission then submit, within sixty (60) days, 

`boq^fkģfkcloj^qflkģ`lkpqfqrqfkdģ^ģ¦abjlifqflkģmi^k´+ģģQebģcfibģalbpģklqģafp`ilpbģqe^qģ

the applicants fully complied with this requirement, but the Commission neverthe -

less scheduled and conducted a duly -advertised public hearing on the application for 

a demolition permit, pursuant to subsection (d) (5) of the By -Law, on May 18, 2009.  

 

FINDING:  

We find that the age, architect ural style, historic association and importance of the 

premises at 11 Steamboat Lane are as specified in the Inventory Form  prepared for 

us by Fannin/Lehner, Preservation Consultants, a copy of which, together with 

attachments thereto, is attached hereto a pģ ¦Buef_fqģ >´ģ ^kaģ fk`lomlo^qbaģ _vģ

reference. Briefly stated, we find that this 1905 residence, in the proposed 

Barnes/Old Colony Hill Historic District, is significant because of its architectural 

style, apparent association with an architect or architects  of note, and association 

tfqeģqebģ>kaobt,J^plkģBpq^qb)ģ^kaģe^pģ_bbkģqbojbaģ¦Efkde^j$pģPefkdibģPqvibģ

Obif`ģ lcģ qebģ Dfiabaģ >db+´ģ Croqebo)ģ qebģ `lkkb`qflkģ _bqtbbkģqebģ mobjfpbpģ ^qģ ..ģ

Steamboat Lane and the historically prominent Hersey, Andrew, Thayer and Mason  

c^jfifbpģfpģ^jmivģabjlkpqo^qbaģfkģqebģ`lkpriq^kq$pģobmloqģ^kaģkbbaģklqģ_bģobpq^qbaģ

here. A copy of this report was given to representatives of the applicants at the May 

18 hearing.  

Qebģ ^mmif`^kqp$ģ obmobpbkq^qfsbpģ mobpbkqbaģ bsfabk`bģ qe^qģ qebģ _^pbjbkqģ lcģ qee 

dwelling is wet, that the wiring needs updating and that other necessary and 

desirable improvements would prove difficult and costly. For these reasons and 

others, their preference is to demolish the existing structure and replace it with a 

larger dwelli ng to their liking, as shown in plans submitted by their builder and 

architect.  

Qebģ@ljjfppflkģ`lk`irabp)ģeltbsbo)ģqe^qģqebģbufpqfkdģmobjfpbpģ¦pelriaģmobcbo^_ivģ

_bģmobpbosba´)ģ^pģ^kģ¦efpqlof`^iivģpfdkfcf`^kqģ_rfiafkdģloģpqor`qrobģtef`e)ģ_b`^rpbģlcģ

                                            
1 The Massachusetts Historical Commissionõs òForm Bó ð so-called, of which the final version is 

attached hereto and incorporated by reference.  
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the impooq^kqģ `lkqof_rqflkģ j^abģ _vģ pr`eģ _rfiafkdģ loģ pqor`qrobģ qlģ qebģ Qltk$pģ

historical and architectural resources, it is in the public interest to preserve, 

obe^_fifq^qbģloģobpqlob+´ģģģPbbģpr_pb`qflkģ%a&ģ%2&ģlcģqebģ?v-Law.   

We were presented with no evidence tending to show that the preservation, 

rehabilitation or preservation of the premises would be impractical or cost -

prohibitive.  The integrity of the historic structure has been faithfully preserved by 

other occupants during the century and more since its construction, and the house 

remains essentially sound inside and out. 2  

 

ORDER:  

Since the Commission has determined, in accordance with subsection (d) (7) of the 

By-Law, that the premises at 11 Steamboat Lane should be preferably be preserved, 

the Building  Commissioner shall not issue a demolition permit for a period of six (6) 

months from the date of the filing of this report with him, unless we inform him 

prior to the expiration of such six (6) month period that we are satisfied that the 

applicants have m ade a bona fide, reasonable and unsuccessful effort to locate a 

purchaser for the premises who is willing to preserve, rehabilitate or restore the 

premises, or, alternatively, have agreed to accept a demolition permit on specified 

conditions approved by th e Commission.  

 

The Commission stands rea dy to meet and confer with the A pplicants in an effort to 

accommodate our respective concerns. Either they or their representatives are 

encouraged to communicate their willingness to participate in such an effort at the 

earliest opportunity .  

 

Any further appeal from this decision must be made pursuant to Section (g) of the 

By-Law.  

 

 

                                            
2 See the portfolio of photographs of the exterior and interior at 11 Steamboat Lane, taken on July 5, 

2008, by the prior owners, the Williams family, in the Commissionõs file on this matter. 
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