TOWN of HINGHAM
BOARD OF HEALTH 

Board of Health Public Meeting


February 20, 2020: 
A posted public meeting of the Town of Hingham, Board of Health (the Board) was held in the Central South Hearing Room, Hingham Town Hall 210 Central St., Hingham, MA.

Mr. Bickford called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m.

Members Present:
Elizabeth Eldredge, M.D., Chairman 
Peter Bickford, Member 
Kirk Shilts, D.C., Member

Staff Present:
Susan Sarni, MPH, Executive Health Officer (EHO)
Elizabeth Nee, Health Agent 

Agenda: 
Mr. Bickford reviewed the posted agenda with the Board.  

Thereafter, a motion was made by Dr. Shilts, seconded by Mr. Bickford and VOTED (unanimous, with Dr. Eldredge absent);
to approve the agenda as amended.

Dr. Eldredge joined the meeting at 6:06 p.m.

Minutes:
The Board reviewed the draft minutes from the January 21, 2020 public meeting.  

Thereafter, a motion was made by Mr. Bickford, seconded by Dr. Shilts and VOTED (unanimous);  
to approve the January 21, 2020 meeting minutes as drafted.    

Public Hearing:
Hingham Cemetery, 24 South Street - Additional Land Acquisition 
Spokespersons: John Davenport, Hingham Cemetery Corp. director & Greg Tansey, project engineer 

The Public Hearing commenced at 6:12 p.m.

On behalf of the Hingham Cemetery Corp., Mr. Davenport requests the Board’s approval to add additional land to the existing cemetery.
· Mr. Davenport said Mr. Jonathan Bouve of 24 South St., Hingham has offered to donate 2,470 square feet of land to the cemetery.  The land is located behind his residential home. 
· Ms. Sarni said that the Board’s approval in designating land to be used for a cemetery is required by MGL c. 114, sec. 34.
· Ms. Sarni said the residential parcel is on municipal sewer.  She said test pits did not demonstrate high groundwater, and no potable wells are located around this site.
· 
· Mr. Tansey said the existing grade of the proposed donated land is at the rear of the property and at the top of a steep hill which matches the grade of the cemetery.  He said approximately 40 burial lots would become available. 
· Mr. Bouve said there is a Warrant Article submitted for this year’s annual Town Meeting to use the land for burial, subject to approval by the Board of Health.  He said the Planning Board has also approved the application.
· Dr. Eldredge asked for public comment. No comments were offered.

Thereafter, a motion was made by Dr. Shilts, seconded by Mr. Bickford and VOTED (unanimous);
to approve the plot of land consisting of 2,470 square feet of land to the rear of 24 South Street for cemetery burial purposes.

Dr. Eldredge closed the Public Hearing at 6:26 p.m.

Flexible Residential Development (FRD) Application:
Beechwood Circle (formally Oakwook Circle) FRD - Groundwater Variance Request
Spokesperson:  Gary James, project engineer

Mr. James seeks variances from the Town of Hingham Supplementary Rules and Regulations for the Disposal of Sanitary Sewage, section VI.4, for three (3) proposed dwellings at 1, 2 & 3 Beechwood Circle to reduce height of cellar floor above maximum groundwater.  
· Mr. James said the height of groundwater is 0 and 18” is required.
· Mr. James said that an enormous amount of ledge would need to be removed. The removal of the ledge will also lower the groundwater level.
· The Board reviewed and discussed the TEMproof Amphibia basement waterproofing system.

Thereafter, a motion was made by Dr. Shilts, seconded by Mr. Bickford and VOTED (unanimous);
to approve three (3) variances from the Town of Hingham’s Supplementary Rules and Regulations for the Disposal of Sanitary Sewerage, section VI.14, for dwellings at 1, 2 and 3 Beechwood Circle, conditional on installation of the proposed basement waterproofing plan.

Flexible Residential Development Application:
Beechwood Circle (formally Oakwook Circle) FRD - Financial Assurance Mechanism (FAM) Review
Spokesperson:  Gary James, project engineer

Mr. James reviewed the project’s FAM documentation with the Board.
· Mr. James submitted on behalf of the applicant, Beechwood Circle Development, LLC, a $91,500 construction cost estimate and a $3,750 annual operations & maintenance cost estimate for the proposed community sewage disposal system.
· Mr. James submitted an incomplete draft FAM Agreement.
· Dr. Shilts suggested reviewing this information again when the documentation is better substantiated.
	
Septic System Construction Works Permit:
LCB Senior Living, 276 Whiting St. - Financial Assurance Mechanism (FAM) Review
Spokespersons: Lee Bloom, director of development; Dave Formato, project engineer and Atty. Walter Sullivan

The applicants reviewed the project’s FAM documentation with the Board.
· Dr. Shilts said a FAM has two elements, a legal document and a financial section, which includes the breakdown of costs for the collection system and all mechanical equipment associated with the wastewater treatment plan. 
· Dr. Shilts itemized the applicant’s FAM Worksheet of construction costs it submitted to the DEP that shows the estimates pertaining to the physical plant, mechanical equipment, influent collection system and effluent dispersion system.  He said the construction cost of the soil absorption system is not required with a state DEP FAM.
· Dr. Shilts reviewed the applicant’s estimated costs of annual operations & maintenance.  Mr. Formato said the costs associated with the plant’s expensive membrane filters are on a 10-year schedule, which he could extrapolate to an annual cost for this document. 
· Dr. Eldredge said the Board needs to have a uniform costs spreadsheet and a financial agreement system before we should start enforcing FAMs.  
· Dr. Shilts said we could re-structure the state model FAM worksheet based on what we learned today.
· Ms. Sarni said the Board does need some approval for the FAM agreement document if the Town were to maintain the funds.  She said she is discussing these issues with Town Counsel and the Town Treasurer.  Mr. Bickford said he liked how the applicant has its account with its own bank.  Dr. Shilts said he would revise the Board’s model financial agreement document to center on private banking institutions.
· Mr. Formato said he would revise the worksheet based on today’s guidance and provide documents to substantiate the figures.  He said his worksheet will also show labor and parts.
· Dr. Shilts suggested the applicant include any insurance policy showing coverage and that could apply toward the cost of replacement.
· Mr. Bloom asked if the Board would sign-off on occupancy before the FAM is completed, as he hoped to open in mid-March.  
· Dr. Shilts said he abhors conditional approvals and suggested the Board could meet sooner to support their aggressive schedule. 

Plastic Bag Ban Waiver Requests: 
Bed Bath Beyond; the Shoe Market; Off Derby Shoe Outlet; White’s Baker; and Café Carolann’s
Ms. Sarni said each of these retail establishments is asking for an extension from the prohibition to distribute single-use plastic bags. 
· Ms. Nee said the establishments completed waivers asking for up to 6-month extensions.  This would bring the timeframe to May 1, 2020.
· Ms. Nee said she recently visited each establishment; and all had used their plastic bag inventory except for Bed Bath Beyond and Carolann’s.
· The Board agreed that a letter should go out reminding them that the final date to use a plastic bags is May 1, 2020.

Thereafter, a motion was made by Dr. Eldredge, seconded by Mr. Bickford and VOTED (unanimous);
to grant waivers to Bed Bath Beyond, Shoe Market, Off Derby Shoe Outlet, White’s Baker and Café Carolann’s for a six-month extension to deplete their inventory of plastic bags ending on May 1, 2020.

Recycling and Dumpster Regulations, Annual Hauler Reports:
Ms. Sarni asked the Board to stop enforcing the requirement that permitted rubbish haulers submit an itemized annual report of all recyclables collected in the Town of Hingham.  
· Ms. Sarni said this has been an on-going unsuccessful requirement of the regulation where the office spends a lot of time trying to collect the data and if received there is no tracking of the numbers to confirm if they are accurate.
· Ms. Nee said no one from the public has ever asked for this information.
· The Board discussed, and eventually questioned, the benefit this information could provide

Thereafter, a motion was made by Dr. Shilts, seconded by Mr. Bickford, and VOTED (unanimous); 
to suspend Section VI(c) from the Town of Hingham’s Recycling and Dumpster Regulation until December 1, 2020.

Executive Health Officer (EHO) Report:
· Staff Reports
Ms. Sarni said the Food Inspector, Public Social Worker, and Public Nurse (February 2020) reports were in the Board packet for review.
Ms. Sarni discussed the possibility of facilitating groups for residents under the direction of the Town Social Worker.  She said these group discussions would be public health based, rather than individual clinical, and focused on connecting residents through common activity.

· Coronavirus Information Update
Ms. Sarni said the status of our community is low risk at this time.  
Dr. Shilts described the 2/4/20 STAT news article titled Experts Envision Two Scenarios if the New Coronavirus Isn’t Contained, which he had included to the Board packet.  The article concludes that “this first wave will be particularly bad because we have an immunologically naïve population, [and this new coronavirus] could well become another seasonal pathogen that causes pneumonia”. 

· Derby Street Shops Septic Repair Update
Ms. Sarni said the wastewater plant has been circulating wastewater backwards, the wrong way since it was installed in 2003. 
Ms. Sarni said she and Dr. Shilts will be meeting with DEP on March 12, 2020 to review the Derby Street Shop’s FAM requirement and permitting status. 

· 302-304 Whiting St. 40B Housing Application
Ms. Sarni said the town’s Zone II water supply protection zone cuts across this property, which suggest that the state’s 10,000 sq.ft. per bedroom septic design requirement would apply. She said some state guidance on this hydrid case would be helpful.

Scheduling
The next Board of Health Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 19, 2020 at 6:00pm.

Adjournment
Dr. Eldredge noted there were no more agenda items.

Thereafter, a motion was made by Dr. Shilts, seconded by Mr. Bickford and VOTED (unanimous);
to adjourn the public meeting at 9:35 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted, 
Elizabeth Nee

Documents reviewed during the Public Meeting:
· Meeting Agenda 2/20/20
· Draft public meeting minutes 01/21/20
· Form A Application for Endorsement of Plan Believed Not to Require Approval, RE: 63 Burditt Ave.
· Form 11 – Soil Suitability Assessment for On-Site Sewage Disposal, RE: 63 Burditt Ave.
· Memorandum to the Hingham Planning Board, RE: 63 Burditt Ave.
· Applications for a Variance/Divergence for #1, #2 & #3 Beechwood Circle
· Draft Financial Assurance Mechanism and Escrow Account Agreement for the Immediate Repair and/or Replacement of a  Privately Owned Waste Water Treatment Facility, 2/14/20
· FAM Worksheet and instructions to Calculate 314 CMR 5.15 (5)(b), 2/15/18
· Beechwood Circle flexible Residential Development FAM Estimate, 2/12/20 
· Oakwood Flexible Residential Development FAM Estimate, 1/6/19
· LCB Senior Living 276 Whiting Street, Hingham, Wastewater Treatment Plant financial breakdown, undated
· DEP approval letter, RE: The Residence at Penniman Hill, 9/9/19
· FAM Worksheet, Penniman Hill WRRF, Permit# 976-0, 8/22/18
· Hingham Institute for Savings letters (2) Re: DEP escrow account, 7/30/19 & 1/31/20
· Letter from David Formato Re: LCB Senior Living – Penniman Hill Senior Living WRRF Operations Cost, 1/29/20 
· Small Water Systems Services, LLC letter RE: Penniman Hill O&M services, 2/3/20 
· Various Plastic Bag Ban waiver applications 
· Recycling and Dumpster Requirements for Residents and Businesses within the Town of Hingham regulations (pg#4)
· TREMPproof Amphibia multilayer, hydro-reactive waterproofing membrane fact sheet
· STAT “Experts envision two scenarios if the new coronavirus isn’t contained” 2/4/20



[bookmark: _GoBack]















	                      Hingham Board of Health
	                        Public Meeting Minutes, February 20, 2020
