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                                                  TOWN OF HINGHAM
                                                  TRAFFIC COMMITTEE

Police Chief Glenn A. Olsson, Chairman
Sgt. Jeffrey Kilroy, Representative for Chief Glenn Olsson
Dep. Chief William Powers, Representative for Chief Steven Murphy
Randy Sylvester, Engineering/DPW
William Ramsey, Planning Board
Daniel Miller Dempsey
Matthew Person

TO:         Board of Selectmen
FROM:   Chief Glenn Olsson
RE:         Minutes of February 26, 2020 Traffic Committee Meeting
DATE:    February 27, 2020

PRESENT:      Sgt. Jeffrey Kilroy, Hingham Police Department 
                         Deputy Chief William Powers, Hingham Fire Department
                         Randy Sylvester, Hingham DPW
                         Matthew Person

Sgt. Kilroy called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM.

A motion was made by Bill Powers , seconded by Randy Sylvester to accept the
minutes of the previous meeting on 12/11/19 followed by a unanimous vote
in favor.

1. Speed study results for upper Gardner Street

Sgt. Kilroy presented the speed study results for upper Gardner Street which
showed that the majority of cars were travelling 27 MPH which is the 85th

percentile.   The study was conducted from 12/20-12/25/19 which would
take into account that many of the people could have been going to the Derby
Shoppes.   Total cars each day varied from 4,198 to 7,633 (on 12/23).   This includes
data for Upper Gardner Street between Farm Hills Lane and Peter Hobart Drive.
Sgt. Kilroy said that he would put the trailer out again in the Spring to capture updated
data not including holiday shopping traffic.   Marc DesChamps said that it will be good
to get updated data but the focus should be on pedestrian safety.    He asked about next
steps needed to request that a sidewalk be installed from upper Gardner Street to Farm
Hills Lane.  Randy Sylvester said that the cost would be significant and would involve
trees being taken down.  Also, there is no money in budget for sidewalks.  Randy Sylvester
said that there had been a study done 15-20 years ago which contained the estimated cost for
a sidewalk in that area which he would look up and share with the committee.   Of course,
the estimated costs would be considerably more now.  Residents asked if there was a way to
deter traffic from using their neighborhood as a cut through and both Sgt. Kilroy and Deputy
Chief Bill Powers said that isn’t possible since it’s a viable road and needed for emergency



access.   Sgt. Kilroy said that he is working on a sidewalk policy with clear guidelines
for criteria necessary to request a sidewalk.   Of course, this is contingent on whether
funding can be obtained.

2.  Letter to Town Admin. Tom Mayo for sidewalks on Whiting St.

Sgt. Kilroy presented a letter that he wrote to Town Administrator Tom Mayo in
support of Derby Brook residents Ronald Coutu and John Speredelozzi requesting
that the state install sidewalks along Whiting St., Rte. 53 and between Linden Ponds
and Cushing St.  They obtained over 530 signatures of residents who support a sidewalk
due to the increase in residential neighborhoods and senior living facilities along that
stretch of state highway.  They met with the Traffic Committee on 12/11/19 with their
proposal and the committee collectively agreed to support the installation of sidewalks
along Whiting Street since it would greatly increase pedestrian and bicyclist safety.
The letter will be sent to Tom Mayo who will present it to the Board of Selectmen.
It would then be referred to the State since Whiting Street/Route 53 is a State Road.

3. Speed study results for Middle Street.

Speed study results were presented by Sgt. Kilroy as a result of the issue
being discussed at last month’s meeting based on resident Rachel Condelli’s
request for speed limit/slow children signs.   The busiest times are the morning
and late afternoon/evening commutes but the average speed is between 30-40 MPH
which is within the 85th percentile.    Sgt. Kilroy said that he doesn’t believe that
additional signage will help but that increased enforcement is being implemented.

4.  Speed concerns on Free Street

Sgt. Kilroy shared Free Street resident TJ Mahoney’s email regarding the problem
of cars speeding on Free Street.   The street is heavily used by commuters heading to
Norwell and Weymouth as well as by high school students and people going to
Wompatuck State Park.   Mr. Mahoney observed that cars are often going as fast
as 50 MPH but that there are only speed signs at the beginning of the street.   

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Jan Jacobson, Administrative Assistant




