Town of Hingham 
       Naming By-Law Committee 
  Meeting Minutes 
	
Date: March 8, 2023								Place: on Zoom
In attendance: committee members Philip Edmundson (chair), Victor Baltera, Tom O’Reilly, Wendy Ellison, Christine Falvey
Absent:  none
Chair Edmundson called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM and read the following statement:  
“This meeting is being held remotely as an alternate means of public access pursuant to an Order issued
by the Governor of Massachusetts dated March 12, 2020, Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open
Meeting Law. You are hereby advised that this meeting and all communications during this meeting
may be recorded by the Town of Hingham in accordance with the Open Meeting Law. If any participant
wishes to record this meeting, please notify the chair at the start of the meeting in accordance with
M.G.L. c. 30A, § 20(f) so that the chair may inform all other participants of said recording.”
Mr. Baltera reported on last week’s Advisory Committee hearings concerning the naming committee’s proposed amendment (Article T). The Advisory Committee held an initial hearing on Tuesday, February 28, during which Mr. Baltera presented the proposal along with Advisory Committee liaison, Sarah Melia. The Advisory Committee met again on March 2 and voted unanimously to recommend a favorable Town Meeting vote on Article T. The recommended motion generally adopts the version of our proposed amendment as modified at our February 10, 2023, meeting with some additional clarifying language edits. All voting members present voted in favor (the Advisory Committee chair does not vote).
The committee discussed the definition of “Widely Advertised” and the relation of section 2.6 to 3.6 (which both use the term).  Mr. O’Reilly expressed concern that the definition in 2.6 does not require notice beyond the minimum state open meeting law requirements.  However, Mr. Baltera pointed out that section 3.6 requires the Select Board to adopt a policy of additional procedures, including a process beyond the minimum state law requirements to Widely Advertise (i.e., provide public notice).  Thus, although the definition of Widely Advertise only requires the state minimum, the effect of section 3.6 will be to mandate enhanced notice pursuant to the Select Board policy.
Ms. Falvey presented an updated draft of a naming policy for the committee to recommend to the Select Board. She noted that the goal was to simplify the earlier draft (from last autumn) and eliminate duplicative provisions.  The committee reviewed the draft in detail and modified various provisions. It was decided to include additional information in the background section so that a casual reader could easily understand.  It was also decided to combine the Introduction and Purpose section and streamline the language.    Mr. O’Reilly proposed adding “aspirational” names to the section on guidelines for naming. After discussion, the committee decided not to make this addition due to uncertainty as to how this term would be interpreted. Ms. Falvey noted that the section relating to inappropriate names uses general language. The committee will point this out to the Select Board for that board to determine whether it wants to have specific lists of forbidden names or whether a more general phrase like avoid names “not aligned with the values of the Town” would be preferable.

Mr. O’Reilly presented, for purposes of the policy, a proposed definition of the term “Widely Advertise”. To prepare the draft, he researched what methods of communication are currently used to publicize Town events and proposals. The committee discussed the draft list of communication methods. It was decided to delete list servs for organizations that do not usually provide general Town information, such as the electric and water companies, and to delete personal social media accounts. The committee recommends getting Town Counsel’s input regarding the list of communication methods and the wording of the proposed definition.  The committee agreed to change the proposed four weeks of publicity for naming proposal meetings to two weeks. Ms. Falvey will incorporate the definition of “widely advertised” into the Select Board policy document. 
Mr. O’Reilly presented a draft press release to publicize the committee’s work on the proposed bylaw. The committee discussed the language and timing for submitting the bylaw to the press as well as coordination with other Town bodies.
The committee voted to approve the minutes of the January 20, 2023, meeting 3-0, with two abstentions on a roll call vote as follows:
Mr. Edmundson		Yes
Mr. Baltera		Yes
Ms. Ellison		abstain
Ms. Falvey		abstain
Mr. O’Reilly		Yes	

The committee voted unanimously to approve the minutes of the January 6, 2023, and February 10, 2023, meetings on a roll call vote as follows:

Mr. Edmundson		Yes
Mr. Baltera		Yes
Ms. Ellison		Yes
Ms. Falvey		Yes
Mr. O’Reilly		Yes

The meeting adjourned at 9:10 PM.                                                                                         

Documents:
Draft minutes for the meetings of January 6, January 20, and February 10, 2023
Draft Town of Hingham Public Asset Naming Policy for the Select Board
Draft document captioned “Widely Advertised”
Draft of proposed press release 
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