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TOWN of HINGHAM
BOARD OF HEALTH 

Board of Health Public Meeting


March 19, 2020 
A posted public meeting of the Town of Hingham, Board of Health (the Board) was held remotely by telephone as an alternate means of public access pursuant to an Order issued by the Governor of Massachusetts dated March 12, 2020 suspending certain provisions of the open meeting law. 
Dr. Eldredge called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Members Present:
Elizabeth Eldredge, M.D., Chair
Peter Bickford, Member
Kirk Shilts, D.C., Member

Staff Present:
Susan Sarni, MPH, Executive Health Officer (EHO)
Elizabeth Nee, Health Agent 

Agenda 
Dr. Eldredge reviewed the posted agenda with the Board. 

Thereafter, a motion was made by Dr. Shilts, seconded by Mr. Bickford and VOTED (roll call);
to approve the agenda as drafted.

Members in favor: Bickford, Shilts & Eldredge
Members opposed: none

Executive Health Officer Report
Health Dept. Operations Update
· Ms. Sarni said Town Manager, Tom Mayo, posted that the Town Hall is closed until at least April 7, 2020; and that the Town has suspended all non-essential services and all staff is working remotely from home.
· Ms. Sarni said Public Health Nurse, Kathy Crowley, is managing MAVEN (the state’s infectious disease surveillance database and management system).  She said the Health Dept. has set up a triage system to track all COVID-19 cases.  She said she and Health Agent Nee are also trained on MAVEN.  She said the Hingham High School nurse will also help-out when the caseload begins to increase. 
· Ms. Sarni said Hingham has one confirmed case of COVID-19 at this time.   
· Dr. Eldredge asked the date that schools are closed. Ms. Sarni said she believes until May 7th.
· Ms. Sarni said Ms. Crowley will call on the other Hingham school nurses if the Health Dept. starts seeing an increase in cases or calls.
· Ms. Sarni said building permits are still being reviewed through the town’s Permit Eyes Application System.
· Ms. Sarni said the town’s food establishments have been contacted and given updated information and guidance from Food Inspector, Robin Magner.
· Ms. Sarni said Administrative Secretary, Andrea Benedetto, is receiving all calls, and the administrative secretary from the Selectmen’s Office is also available to help out if calls increase. 
· Ms. Sarni said the Town’s building inspectors are not doing any indoor inspections unless it is new construction and there are no occupants.  She said the Health Dept. will keep outdoor inspections going including septic installation inspections.
· Mr. Bickford said that construction permit inspections within the town have been running efficiently and timely.  He said the Town is doing well to accommodate construction work schedules.
· Dr. Shilts said that food establishments which didn’t have a take-out business before will become one now to stay in business; he asked if there are certain requirements for take-out.   Ms. Sarni said an additional permit is not needed to do take-out.  
· Ms. Sarni said all public complaints that come in through email or phone will be addressed case-by-case. 
· Ms. Sarni said there are state funds being allocated to the Town Officer’s Association to allow towns address municipal needs while we go through this emergency.   She said she is working to procure some of this money.  Dr. Eldredge asked if the money could help fund the additional nurses.  Ms. Sarni said the School Dept. pays their nurses.  Ms. Sarni said as an example, that Ms. Crowley is working beyond her typical 23-hour schedule and money to cover those additional hours could hopefully come from this fund.
· Dr. Eldredge asked about COVID-19 testing; and where is the Health Dept. referring residents who may need testing?  Ms. Sarni said these calls are being redirected back to the residents’ own primary care physician (PCP); the PCP is responsible to direct their patients for appropriate testing and care.  
· Ms. Sarni said there is no municipal-run COVID-19 testing being conducted in the state.  She also said public health is more about screening rather than testing.
· Dr. Shilts read the two (2) state emergency orders enacted by Governor Baker, an Order temporarily closing all public and private elementary and secondary schools and an Order prohibiting gatherings of more than 25 people and on-premises consumption of food or drink which both involve the local Boards of Health.
· Dr. Shilts also read the MA Dept. of Public Health document on Guidance regarding the order by the Governor prohibiting assemblages of more than 25 people.
· Dr. Shilts said the most comprehensive website for this information relative to the COVID-19 emergency pandemic is the state website www.mass.gov/2019coronovirus.  Ms. Sarni said the Hingham Health Dept. website has this link too.   

Delegation of Board Authority to the EHO in an Emergency (M.G.L. c. 111, sec. 30)
Ms. Sari asked to evoke M.G.L. c.111 § 30 so that she may act for the Board in an emergency.
· Dr. Shilts said the Board should delegate certain authority to the EHO during this public health emergency.
· Ms. Sarni said that Town Counsel has offered wording for the enactment stating: On this date, March 19, 2020, the Town of Hingham has a public health emergency of international concern and is highly contagious and fatal and whereas on March 10, 2020, Governor Baker declared a State of Emergency and on March 13, 2020, President Trump declared a National Emergency. We, the Hingham Board of Health will appoint Susan Sarni, Executive Health Officer on behalf of the Board of Health of Hingham to act for them during this public health emergency.
· Dr. Shilts said the statute additionally requires the EHO to report any act taken to the Board for its approval within two-days, meaning business days.

Thereafter, a motion was made by Dr. Shilts, seconded by Mr. Bickford and VOTED (roll call);
to envoke M.G.L. c. 111 § 30 by appointing Ms. Sarni to act on the Board’s behalf during the Governor’s emergency declaration through April 5, 2020 and potentially longer if the emergency declaration is extended.  
Furthermore, the Board will sign the appropriate documentation noting this delegation.

Members in favor: Shilts, Bickford & Eldredge
Members opposed: none

Scheduling  
Dr. Shilts said the Board should commit to regular meetings during the period of state emergency.  
Dr. Eldredge said meetings should be bi-monthly.

The next public meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 2, 2020 at 7:00p.m.

Mr. Bickford exited the meeting at 8:04 p.m.

Public Comment:
· Ms. Patti Coyle said the meeting’s electronic format worked well.

Adjournment
Dr. Eldredge noted there were no more agenda items.

Thereafter, a motion was made by Dr. Shilts, seconded by Dr. Eldredge and VOTED (roll call);
to adjourn the public meeting at 8:07 p.m. 

Members in favor: Shilts & Eldredge
Members opposed: none

Respectfully submitted,
Elizabeth A. Nee, Health Agent


Documents reviewed during the Public Meeting:
· Meeting agenda 3/19/20 
· Order Temporarily Closing all Private Elementary and Secondary Schools, Governor Baker, 3/15/20 
· Order Prohibiting Gatherings of More Than 25 People and On-Premises Consumption of Food or Drink, Governor Baker, 3/15/20
· Guidance Regarding the Order by the Governor Prohibiting Assemblages of More [Than] 25 People, DPH Commissioner Bharel, 3/15/20
· M.G.L. c.111, sec. 30
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