TOWN of HINGHAM
BOARD OF HEALTH 
Board of Health Public Meeting



June 9, 2020
A posted public meeting of the Town of Hingham, Board of Health (the Board) was held remotely by telephone as an alternate means of public access pursuant to a March 12, 2020 Executive Order issued by the Governor of Massachusetts suspending certain provisions of the state’s Open Meeting Law. 
Mr. Peter Bickford called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.

Members Present
Peter Bickford, Chair
Elizabeth Eldredge, M.D., Member
Kirk Shilts, D.C., Member

Staff Present (at various times):
Susan Sarni, Executive Health Officer
Elizabeth Nee, Health Agent
Andrea Benedetto

Agenda 
Mr. Bickford reviewed the posted agenda with the Board. 

Thereafter a motion was made by Dr. Eldridge, seconded by Dr. Shilts and VOTED (roll call);
to approve the agenda as drafted.
Members in favor: Eldredge, Shilts & Bickford
Members opposed: none 

Board of Health Code of Conduct:
The Board reviewed the Code of Conduct document discussed and amended at its prior meeting.

Thereafter a motion was made by Dr. Shilts, seconded by Dr. Eldredge and VOTED (roll call);
to adopt the Board of Health Code of Conduct as amended.
Members in favor: Eldredge, Shilts & Bickford
Members opposed: none 

Septic Works Construction Permit Application:
18 Pond Street
Spokespersons: Greg Morse, project engineer & Rick Rohleder, applicant

The applicant presents to the Board seeking variances from state and local regulation to upgrade a failed septic system.
· The system is currently a two cesspool system serving a two bedroom dwelling on a small lot.
· The applicant proposes to install a 1500 gallon tank and infiltrator chambers; no increase in flow.
· The proposed setbacks would be a 5.6’ setback to the property line and a 7.2’ setback to the cellar wall.
· The proposed system will have a liner around the soil absorption system to prevent migration of effluent to adjoining properties.
· The small lot size makes it unmanageable to meet all regulatory setbacks. 
· Mr. Bickford asked about the elevation of the system.  Mr. Morse stated the topography over the system will not change.
· Dr. Shilts requested a 2-bedroom deed restriction filed with the Registry of Deeds.

Thereafter a motion was made by Dr. Shilts, seconded by Dr. Eldridge and VOTED (roll call);
to grant three divergences from State Title 5, 310 CMR sections 15.405(a), 15.405(b), 15.405(h); and two variance from the (1998 version) Hingham Supplementary Septic Regulations section VI(9) and VI(12)(a); conditional on a two-bedroom deed restriction filed with the Massachusetts Registry of Deeds, and constructed to plans dated 2/24/20 and the standard compliance requirements the Board requires with all septic system construction.
Members in favor: Eldredge, Shilts & Bickford
Members opposed: none 

Septic Works Construction Permit Application:
1166 Main Street 
Spokespersons: Greg Morse, project engineer & Fred Levins, applicant

The applicant presents to the Board seeking variances from state and local regulation to upgrade a failed septic system.
· The project involves a house built in 1777 with a detached barn and wetlands area on a 54,375 sq. ft. lot.
· The proposed five (5) bedroom system includes reusing the existing 1500 gallon tank and a new soil absorption system. 
· There will be an infiltrator chamber system and a liner between the system and property line.  No change in topography is proposed.
· The applicant is proposing a 6-foot property line setback instead of the required 10-foot.
· Mr. Morse said meeting the 10-foot setback would require reconstruction of an existing dry-laid stone wall along the driveway and part of the concrete driveway.
· Ms. Sarni said moving an existing septic tank could present problems to its structural integrity.
· Dr. Shilts said the lot is quite expansive and there is ample room to install the proposed upgrade without the need for a property line set-back.
· Dr. Shilts asked about the number of bedrooms on the lot.  He said the realtor’s website has design plans and photos that show two structures, the house with 4-bedrooms and the barn with 2-bedrooms for a total of six (6) bedrooms.
· Mr. Levins said there are 3 rooms in the barn, including just one bedroom.
· Ms. Nee said she did a walk-thru last December and remembers counting five (5) bedrooms. The Board suggested that another walk-thru be done.
· Dr. Shilts asked when the barn was renovated, which is essentially a detached in-law apartment.  Mr. Levins said around 1986.
·  Dr. Shilts said the original permit was likely to install a toilet in the barn to service the large outdoor pool.   He said he is concerned the one or two bedroom in-law apartment was constructed without the proper permits.
· Mr. Morse said he originally submitted plans to the Board that has the septic system located away from the property line that would not require a property line set-back variance.  Ms. Sarni confirmed reviewing this plan.  
· Mr. Levins said he would like to move forward using the original plans without the property line variance, and for the Board to vote tonight.

Thereafter a motion was made by Dr. Shilts, seconded by Dr. Eldridge and VOTED (roll call);
to grant two variances from the (1998 version) Hingham Supplemental Septic Regulations sections VI(9) & VI(12)(a); conditional on a bedroom count confirming a 5-bedroom facility, and constructed to architectural plans dated 1/3/20 as revised 5/19/20 and the standard compliance requirements the Board requires with all septic system construction.
Members in favor: Eldredge, Shilts & Bickford
Members opposed: none 

Septic Works Construction Permit Application:
276 Whiting Street
Spokespersons: Walter Sullivan, LCB Penniman & Dave Formato project engineer

The applicant presents to the Board seeking final approval of the project’s Financial Assurance Mechanism (FAM) and related escrow account.
· Dr. Shilts said that the replacement cost values the Board reviewed a few months ago are the same which have been populated into the Board’s new escrow worksheet.
· Dr. Shilts said the insurance policy which covers damage to the structure is also attached to the worksheet.
· Mr. Sullivan said the fund would be deposited at the Hingham Institute for Savings. The Town will not hold the money - just oversee its disbursement if and when needed.
· Mr. Formato is requesting a 5% discount on the final escrow amount in recognition of the extensive maintenance program for this type of innovative and advanced system.  Mr. Bickford said he could support the discount.

Thereafter a motion was made by Dr. Shilts, seconded by Dr. Eldridge and VOTED (roll call);
to approve the FAM agreement with LCB Inc. for an assisted living facility located at 276 Whiting Street with the Hingham Board of Health and LCB Penniman Hill LLC as signatories to the agreement; and approve the submitted FAM worksheet and required escrow amount of $125,273.50.
Members in favor: Eldredge, Shilts & Bickford
Members opposed: none 

90 Ward Street Flexible Residential Development (FRD): 
Escrow Documents
Spokespersons: George McGoldrick, FRD developer & Rebecca Shumbata, 104 Ward St. homeowner

The applicant and material neighbor presented to the Board to review the required escrow documents for this project.
· Ms. Shumbata said she was in favor of the document affecting her property.
· No representative from 70 Ward St. attended the meeting.
· Dr. Shilts said the 104 Ward St. water connection document should have a more realistic time frame. 
· Mr. McGoldrick said he was concerned about the annual reporting requirement and its potential recurring cost.  Mr. Bickford suggested a minor edit to all three documents regarding the reporting requirement.

Thereafter a motion was made by Dr. Shilts, seconded by Dr. Eldridge and VOTED (roll call);
to approve the whole house water treatment system escrow agreement for 104 Ward Street, as amended, to be executed by the Executive Health Officer.
Members in favor: Eldredge, Shilts & Bickford
Members opposed: none 

Thereafter a motion was made by Dr. Shilts, seconded by Dr. Eldridge and VOTED (roll call);
to approve the whole house water treatment system escrow agreement for 70 Ward Street, as amended, to be executed by the Executive Health Officer.
Members in favor: Eldredge, Shilts & Bickford
Members opposed: none 

Thereafter a motion was made by Dr. Shilts, seconded by Dr. Eldridge and VOTED (roll call);
to approve the water connection escrow agreement for 104 Ward St, as amended, to be executed by the Executive Health Officer.
Members in favor: Eldredge, Shilts & Bickford
Members opposed: none 

Adjournment
Mr. Bickford noted there were no more agenda items.

Thereafter a motion was made by Dr. Shilts, seconded by Dr. Eldredge and VOTED (roll call);
to adjourn the public meeting at 8:12 p.m.
Members in favor: Eldredge, Shilts & Bickford
Members opposed: none 

Respectfully submitted,
Andrea Benedetto, Administrative Secretary


Documents reviewed during the Public Meeting:
· Code of Conduct for the Board of Health
· Septic Design Plan for 18 Pond Street, dated 2/24/20
· Septic Design Plans for 1166 Main St., dated 1/3/20
· 276 Whiting St. FAM Agreement and Escrow Account Worksheet, undated
· Draft Water Treatment Escrow Agreement for 70 Ward St.
· Draft Water Treatment Escrow Agreement for 104 Ward St.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Draft Water Connection Escrow Agreement for 104 Ward St.
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