TOWN of HINGHAM
BOARD OF HEALTH 
Board of Health Public Meeting


July 7, 2020
A posted public meeting of the Town of Hingham, Board of Health (the Board) was held remotely by telephone as an alternate means of public access pursuant to a March 12, 2020 Executive Order issued by the Governor of Massachusetts suspending certain provisions of the state’s Open Meeting Law. 
Mr. Peter Bickford called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.

Members Present
Peter Bickford, Chair
Elizabeth Eldredge, M.D., Member
Kirk Shilts, D.C., Member

Staff Present (at various times):
Susan Sarni, MPH, Executive Health Officer

Agenda 
Mr. Bickford reviewed the posted agenda with the Board. 

Thereafter a motion was made by Dr. Shilts, seconded by Dr. Eldredge and VOTED (roll-call);
to approve the agenda as presented.
Members in favor: Eldredge, Shilts & Bickford
Members opposed: none 

Minutes
The Board reviewed the public meeting minutes of May 27, 2020.

Thereafter a motion was made by Dr. Eldridge, seconded by Mr. Bickford and VOTED (roll-call);
to approve the public meeting minutes of May 27, 2020 as drafted.
Members in favor: Eldredge, Shilts & Bickford
Members opposed: none 

Septic Works Construction Permit Application:
22 Downing Street
Spokespersons: Greg Morse, project engineer 

An applicant presents to the Board seeking variances from state and local regulation to upgrade a failed septic system.
· The project involves a 3-bedroom house on a 6764 sq ft lot. 
· The project proposes to reuse the existing 1500 gallon septic tank with a new soil absorption system.
· The system will be going into same location. The size of the lot makes it impossible to comply with setbacks anywhere on property.
· Dr. Shilts noted the plans include reference to the prior 1998 local septic regulations rather than the current version.  Mr. Morse said he would update the references on the final plan. 


Thereafter a motion was made by Dr. Shilts, seconded by Dr. Eldredge, and VOTED (roll-call);
to grant three divergences from state Title 5 310 CMR sections 15.405(a), section 15.405(b) & 15.405(h); and two variances from Hingham Supplementary Rules and Regulations sections 7J and 7M(1); conditional on plans dated 6/29/20 as amended 7/7/20 and the standard compliance practices the Board requires with all septic system construction.
Members in favor: Eldredge, Shilts & Bickford
Members opposed: none 

COVID-19 Update:
Hingham Town Hall Re-Opening Plan

Ms. Sarni reviewed Town Hall opening plans with the Board.
· Starting Monday July 13th the Town Hall will be open to staff only.  Employees will be split into two teams. Team A will be at Town Hall for one week full-time while Team B continues to work from home.  The teams will swap locations the following week.
· This hybrid plan should be in place for 2-4 weeks.
· Town Administrator Mayo has not yet announced when Town Hall will be open to public.
· All employees will be required to wear masks and practice social distancing
· All public meetings will continue in remote format and in-person public meetings may not resume until 2021.
· Dr. Shilts asked if the Town has its COVID-19 Control Plan on file for public review.  Ms. Sarni said each town building has its own plan, Town Hall, the Public Library, the DPW, etc.
· All town employees took a training module on COVID-19 safety.
· Dr. Shilts asked about body thermometers for employee screening. Ms. Sarni said that the state does not require that level of testing, but the Board has ordered eight units from the state, which have not been received yet.
· Dr. Shilts asked about the protocol if an employee tests positive. Ms. Sarni said that if there is a positive case, contact tracing would occur following state protocols. She said if an employee questions whether they may be infected, they will be tested at Urgent Care in Norwell (closest). 

EHO Report:
· Habitat for Humanity 40B Housing Project, 302-304 Whiting St.
Ms. Sarni said the ZBA will be taking-up this 40B project during its next meeting on July 21st.  She said the applicant seeking numerous waivers from our local health regulations including a setback to a private well.
Dr. Eldredge said the Board should provide a report to the ZBA as is customary.  Mr. Bickford asked Ms. Sarni to develop a first draft for the Board to review next week. 

Scheduling:
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 7/16/20 at 9 a.m.

Adjournment
Mr. Bickford noted there were no more agenda items.

Thereafter a motion was made by Dr. Shilts, seconded by Dr. Eldredge and VOTED (roll call);
to adjourn the public meeting at 6:49 p.m.
Members in favor: Eldredge, Shilts & Bickford
Members opposed: none 

Respectfully submitted,
Andrea Benedetto, Administrative Secretary


Documents reviewed during the Public Meeting:
· Meeting agenda 07/07/20 
· Draft meeting minutes of 05/27/20
· [bookmark: _GoBack]22 Downing Street septic design plans, dated 6/29/20
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