
TOWN of HINGHAM
BOARD OF HEALTH 

Board of Health Public Meeting


July 16, 2020
A posted public meeting of the Town of Hingham, Board of Health (the Board) was held remotely by telephone as an alternate means of public access pursuant to a March 12, 2020 Executive Order issued by the Governor of Massachusetts suspending certain provisions of the state’s Open Meeting Law. 
Mr. Bickford called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m.

Members Present:
Peter Bickford, Chair
Elizabeth Eldredge, M.D., Member
Kirk Shilts, D.C., Member

Staff Present (at various times):
Susan Sarni, MPH, Executive Health Officer (EHO)
Elizabeth Nee, Health Agent 

Agenda 
Mr. Bickford reviewed the posted agenda with the Board. 

Thereafter a motion was made by Dr. Shilts, seconded by Mr. Bickford and VOTED (roll-call);
to approve the agenda as drafted.
Members in favor: Eldredge, Shilts & Bickford
Members opposed: none 

Habitat for Humanity 40B Housing Project
302-304 Whiting Street 

The Board discussed this housing project and proposed report to the Hingham Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA).
· Dr. Shilts said it is important to have documentation explaining exactly what the Board’s concerns are so the public can research that material.
· Mr. Bickford said 40B applications are not required to meet local health regulations but it should be a courtesy to get comments from the Board.  He said the ZBA may not realize the consequences of dividing the town-owned lot through the 40B process that allows for more septic contamination.
· Dr. Eldredge said she would like at least 3-4 week notice if a 40B application comes up, so the Board has adequate time to discuss it.  She said a separate letter be sent to the ZBA requesting such a policy.
· Dr. Shilts said the proposed project puts the homeowner’s private well at 300 Whiting St. at significant risk for excessive nitrogen contamination.  He said the first risk already exists from their own septic system which is less than the 250 ft local safety set back to their well; and the two additional nitrogen loads from 302 and 304 Whiting St. will essentially triple the health risk. 
· Dr. Eldredge asked if the report could include where the town currently has an acceptable amount of 40B housing. She said all developments should follow local safety regulations and why should this “friendly” 40B project be any different.
· Dr. Shilts said the report’s conclusion should be specific to the waivers being sought from our local health regulations.   He suggested that general comments about our town’s 40B quota and safe-harbor status are better suited in an introduction. 
· Dr. Eldredge said she would like to amend the draft report with a new introduction with the help of Ms. Sarni.  Dr. Shilts said he is comfortable with approving the report with the additional introduction as discussed. 
· Resident Mike Fisher from 20 Derby Brook Way asked about the 12,500 sq. ft. of lot size per bedroom local regulation.  Dr. Shilts said the Board sent a letter to the ZBA about three years ago stating that for all 40B local septic waiver requests, the ZBA should apply the 12,500 rule to any lot within our town’s Zone II, and a 10,000 sq. ft. per bedroom standard to every lot within the Weir River watershed sub-basin but outside of Zone II.  He said even though this project is partially within the state’s nitrogen sensitive protective Zone II, the Board acquiesced for regulatory purposes that the total lot is not, which means it falls under the State standard rather than our local standard.

Thereafter a motion was made by Dr. Eldredge, seconded by Dr. Shilts and VOTED (roll-call);
to send the draft report regarding 302-304 Whiting St., as amended with an additional introduction as discussed, to the ZBA.
Members in favor: Eldredge, Shilts & Bickford
Members opposed: none 

Scheduling
The next public meeting is scheduled for Thursday, August 6th at 7:00 p.m.

Adjournment
Thereafter a motion was made by Dr. Shilts, seconded by Dr. Eldredge and VOTED (roll-call);
to adjourn the 7/16/20 public meeting at 9:54 a.m.
Members in favor: Eldredge, Shilts & Bickford
Members opposed: none 

Respectfully submitted,
Andrea Benedetto, Administrative Secretary


Documents reviewed during the Public Meeting:
· Meeting agenda for 07/16/20 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Draft report to ZBA RE: 302-304 Whiting St.
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