
TOWN OF HINGHAM
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

210 Central Street, Hingham, MA  02043-2758 ● (781) 741-1445 ● conservation@hingham-ma.gov 

APPLICATION CHECKLIST 
REQUEST FOR DETERMINATION OF APPLICABILITY (RDA) 

The following instructions and submittal requirements should be used when submitting a Request for 
Determination of Applicability (RDA) to the Conservation Commission under the MA Wetlands Protection Act 
and Hingham Wetlands Protection By-Law. Please also refer to the DEP Instructions for Completing WPA Form 1- 
Request for Determination of Applicability.  Submit one (1) copy of the following to the Conservation Office by 
hand delivery or certified mail and one electronic copy of the complete application to conservation@hingham-
ma.gov 

  WPA Form 1- Request for Determination: WPA Form 1 Department of Environmental Protection 

  A check payable to the Town of Hingham for the Town of Hingham Wetlands Protection Bylaw fee 

• $50 base fee for ancillary work on an existing single family house and all other requests for the first
acre of land, $40 for each additional acre of land

• Please redact bank account information from photocopies
• Note, a public legal notice is prepared and submitted by staff and the newspaper will invoice the

applicant

  Narrative describing the area, proposed activity, the on-site wetland resources (per the Resource Area 
Delineation Policy), existing/proposed impervious surface calculations and proposed mitigation (per the 
Buffer Zone Mitigation Policy), tree removal/replacement request (per the Tree Removal and Replacement 
Policy), and stormwater management, as applicable.  

  Project plan of adequate size, scale, and detail to describe the site, resource areas, and proposed work 
including the following information:  

• All wetland resource area boundaries including the 50 and 100 foot Buffer Zone
• FEMA Floodplain boundaries, as applicable
• Location of existing and proposed structures
• Proposed mitigation areas, as applicable
• Limit of work/erosion and sediment control line
• Stockpile locations and other Stormwater BMPs as applicable
• Trees of 6 inches or greater DBH in the buffer zone

*Please note the Commission may require supporting plans or materials be prepared by professionals
including, but not limited, to a registered professional engineer, landscape architect, land surveyor, etc.

  Proof of mailing the RDA to the MA Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), Southeast Regional 
Office at 20 Riverside Drive, Lakeville MA, 02347 (certified mail receipt from the post office) or proof of 
electronic filing (eDEP Transaction Number) 

  The Conservation Commission’s Policy on Receipt of Information 

  Optional - Voluntary Waiver of Deadlines 

https://www.mass.gov/doc/instructions-wpa-form-1-request-for-determination-of-applicability/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/instructions-wpa-form-1-request-for-determination-of-applicability/download
mailto:conservation@hingham-ma.gov
mailto:conservation@hingham-ma.gov
https://www.mass.gov/doc/wpa-form-1-request-for-determination-of-applicability-fillable-pdf/download
https://www.hingham-ma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/4125/Hingham-Wetlands-Protection-By-Law-Fees-PDF
https://www.hingham-ma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8601/Resource-Area-Delineation-Policy-PDF
https://www.hingham-ma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8601/Resource-Area-Delineation-Policy-PDF
https://www.hingham-ma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/12879/Buffer-Zone-Mitigation-Policy-PDF
https://www.hingham-ma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8602/Tree-Removal-and-Replacement-Policy-PDF
https://www.hingham-ma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8602/Tree-Removal-and-Replacement-Policy-PDF
https://www.hingham-ma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/5389/Policy-on-Receipt-of-Information-PDF
https://www.hingham-ma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/13560/Voluntary-Waiver-of-Deadlines-PDF
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Water Resources - Wetlands 
WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40 Municipality 

A. General Information
Important:  
When filling out 
forms on the 
computer, use only 
the tab key to move 
your cursor - do not 
use the return key. 

1. Applicant:

First Name Last Name 

Address 

City/Town State Zip Code 

Phone Number Email Address 

2. Property Owner (if different from Applicant):

First Name Last Name 

Address 

City/Town State Zip Code 

Phone Number Email Address (if known) 

3. Representative (if any)

First Name Last Name 

Company Name 

Address 

City/Town State Zip Code 

Phone Number Email Address (if known) 

B. Project Description
1. a.  Project Location (use maps and plans to identify the location of the area subject to this request):

Street Address City/Town 
How to find Latitude 
and Longitude Latitude (Decimal Degrees Format with 5 digits after decimal 

e.g. XX.XXXXX)
Longitude (Decimal Degrees Format with 5 digits after 
decimal e.g. -XX.XXXXX) 

and how to convert 
to decimal degrees Assessors’ Map Number Assessors’ Lot/Parcel Number 

b. Area Description (use additional paper, if necessary):

c. Plan and/or Map Reference(s):  (use additional paper if necessary)

Title Date 

Title Date 

https://www.howtogeek.com/689097/how-to-get-latitude-and-longitude-coordinates-from-google-maps/
https://www.howtogeek.com/689097/how-to-get-latitude-and-longitude-coordinates-from-google-maps/
https://www.fcc.gov/media/radio/dms-decimal
https://www.fcc.gov/media/radio/dms-decimal
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Water Resources - Wetlands 
WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40 Municipality 

B. Project Description (cont.)
2. a.  Activity/Work Description (use additional paper and/or provide plan(s) of Activity, if necessary):

b. Identify provisions of the Wetlands Protection Act or regulations which may exempt the applicant
from having to file a Notice of Intent for all or part of the described work (use additional paper, if
necessary).

3. a.  If this application is a Request for Determination of Scope of Alternatives for work in the
Riverfront Area, indicate the one classification below that best describes the project.

 Single family house on a lot recorded on or before 8/1/96 

 Single family house on a lot recorded after 8/1/96 

 Expansion of an existing structure on a lot recorded after 8/1/96 

Project, other than a single-family house or public project, where the applicant owned the lot 
before 8/7/96 

New agriculture or aquaculture project 

 Public project where funds were appropriated prior to 8/7/96 

Project on a lot shown on an approved, definitive subdivision plan where there is a recorded deed 
restriction limiting total alteration of the Riverfront Area for the entire subdivision 

Residential subdivision; institutional, industrial, or commercial project 

Municipal project 

District, county, state, or federal government project 

Project required to evaluate off-site alternatives in more than one municipality in an 
Environmental Impact Report under MEPA or in an alternatives analysis pursuant to an 
application for a 404 permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or 401 Water Quality 
Certification from the Department of Environmental Protection. 

b. Provide evidence (e.g., record of date subdivision lot was recorded) supporting the classification
above (use additional paper and/or attach appropriate documents, if necessary.)

the buffer zone are subject to review through the filing of a Determination of Applicability.





Request for Determination of Applicability 
227 Otis Street, Hingham, MA 

Garage Replacement 
 
 

The locus is a developed, residential lot with a single-family home, a garage attached with a 
breezeway, a paved driveway, accessory structures, hardscape and landscape features.  The lot 
area is bound by Otis Street to the South, Walton Cove/Hingham Harbor to the North, and by 
private, residential properties to the east and west.  The lot area is approximately 18,000 sf to 
Mean High Water and most of the topography slopes down toward Walton Cove.  Merrill 
Engineers and Land Surveyors has identified the limit of Coastal Bank along the top of a rip rap 
slope in the rear yard using topography/survey data.  The site also includes salt marsh seaward 
of the Coastal Bank and Land Subject to Coastal Storm Flowage (Zone AE) at elevation 10. 
 
The applicant proposes to raze and rebuild a garage with a slightly different footprint over the 
existing footprint and lawn.  The proposed work is approximately 80' from Coastal Bank and 
results in an increase in impervious area of approximately 35 sf within the resource area and its 
buffer zones.   Cobblestone will be added to the sides of the existing paved driveway to align 
the driveway with the new structure.   
 
The buffer to the resource area is already developed.  The existing dwelling, decks and other 
accessory structures lie between the proposed work and the resource area.  The minimum 
distance from impervious area to the resource area is not affected by the proposed work.    No 
trees in the resource areas or their buffer zones are proposed for removal.  A silt sock will be 
maintained throughout construction. 

 
 






	First Name: Christine
	Last Name: Orr
	Address: 227 Otis Street
	CityTown: Hingham
	State: MA
	Zip Code: 02043
	Phone Number: 617-775-0161
	Email Address: ceoagain@gmail.com
	First Name_2: 227 Otis Street Nominee Trust
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	Address_2: 227 Otis Street
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	Date: 3/27/25
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