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July 29, 2024

Town of Hingham Conservation Commission
210 Central Street
Hingham, Massachusetts 02043-2759

ATTN:Ms. Shannon Palmer, Conservation Officer

RE: DEP File No. 034-0990 – Request for Certificate of Compliance
South Shore Baptist Church 578 Main Street, Hingham, MA

Dear Ms. Palmer:

On behalf of the South Shore Baptist Church, project applicant, we are requesting a
Certificate of Compliance relative to an Order of Conditions issued by the Hingham
Conservation Commission on March 10, 2009 for a project related to the expansion of the
church building and associated site improvements. Work was completed between
calendar years 2010-2012 and is completed. In support of our request, we have
enclosed/attached the following:

 Check in amount of $100.00 made payable to the Town of Hingham;
 Application Checklist;
 WPA Form 8A – Request for Certificate of Compliance;
 Signed copy of the Conservation Commission’s policy on Receipt of Information;
 Copy of Order of Conditions with Recording Information;
 Project Photos; and
 As-Built Plan (2 copies).

The project involved the expansion of the previously existing church facility. The major
components of the project were the addition of a new sanctuary on the back of the
previously existing church building, the expansion and re-engineering of the previously
existing bituminous concrete pavement parking area and the replacement of the four (4)
previously existing subsurface septic disposal systems with an Amphidrone System
sewage treatment plant.

Wetland Resource Areas

There are two (2) wetlands resource areas within 100 feet of the completed work. One
was determined to be an Isolated Vegetated Wetlands (IVW) on the abutting property to
the north (570 Main Street).
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The second wetland resource area was determined to be an intermittent drainage channel
that begins at a headwall 40 feet +/- from the southeast corner of the original church
building and runs straight south and perpendicular to Free Street. The Hingham
Conservation Commission determined in a Determination of Applicability issued 10/20/06
that this wetland resource area is a Bank without Bordering Vegetated Wetlands.

The boundaries of these two wetlands resource areas, along with their 100 foot Buffer
Zones, are shown on the accompanying As-Built Plan. Completed work within the buffer
zones of these resource areas included the construction of the new sanctuary addition,
the paving and re-paving of the parking areas and drive aisles, installation of stormwater
management system components, the installation of the sewage treatment plant
components, the bridge that spans the intermittent drainage channel on the southerly side
of the site, and landscaping.

Performance Standards & Mitigation Measures

IVW
Under pre-existing conditions, the IVW periodically overflowed south into an existing
catch basin located along the north boundary of the church property. The now constructed
storm water management system was designed to continue to mitigate this periodic inflow
within the church property. Accordingly, there has been no alteration of or impact to this
IVW or its function from the completed work.

Intermittent Drainage Channel (Bank)
The completed work will filled approximately forty five (45) linear feet of Bank at the
northern end of the intermittent drainage channel. This alteration resulted from a solid fill
crossing required to accommodate the proposed parking area traffic circulation layout. A
second crossing was also required to accommodate the proposed traffic circulation
layout. This crossing was accomplished by constructing a precast concrete bridge,
thereby leaving the southerly section of the drainage channel Banks in place.

Engineer’s Statement of Substantial Compliance

SITEC Engineering & Environmental Consultants, Inc. hereby certifies that the
construction of the project, including the sanctuary building addition, paved parking areas,
components of the sewage treatment plant, components of the stormwater management
system and landscaping components were completed in substantial compliance with the
approved project plans and the Order of Conditions. In our professional opinion, the
completed work meets the standard for the issuance of a Certificate of Compliance at this
time.
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Please call or email me with any questions, comments or for any additional information.
Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

For SITEC Engineering & Environmental Consultants, Inc.

Jeffrey A. Couture
Project Manager

cc: South Shore Baptist Church

With Enclosures



 

 

 
TOWN OF HINGHAM 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
 

 

210 Central Street, Hingham, MA  02043-2758 ● (781) 741-1445 ● conservation@hingham-ma.gov 
 

APPLICATION CHECKLIST 
REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE (COC) 

 
Please submit the following when requesting a Certificate of Compliance under the MA Wetlands Protection Act 
and Hingham Wetlands Protection By-Law. Submit one (1) copy of the following to the Conservation Office and 
an electronic copy of the complete request to conservation@hingham-ma.gov. 
  
        WPA Form 8A: Request for Certificate of Compliance  
 
        A check payable to the town of Hingham for the Town of Hingham Wetlands Protection Bylaw fee 

• $50 for Residential 
• $100 for Commercial 
• Please redact bank account information from photocopies 

 

     A letter from a registered professional engineer, surveyor, architect, or landscape architect, as 
applicable, certifying substantial compliance with the approved plans and describing what deviations, if 
any, exist from the plans approved in the Order of Conditions.  The letter should also document 
compliance with any special conditions. 

 

     Post construction site photos of the completed work including established vegetation where required. 
 

 The Conservation Commission’s Policy on Receipt of Information 
 
        Optional – Voluntary 21 Day Waiver (COC)  

 
  If required pursuant to special conditions of Order of Conditions: 
 

     Final As-built Plan signed and stamped by a Massachusetts Registered Professional Engineer or Land 
Surveyor showing post-construction conditions within all areas under the jurisdiction of the MA 
Wetlands Protection Act and the Hingham Wetlands Protection By-Law.  This plan shall include at a 
minimum: 
 

• All wetland resource area boundaries with associated buffer zones and regulatory setback areas 
taken from the plan(s) approved in this Order of Conditions; 

• Locations and elevations of all stormwater management conveyances, structures and best 
management designs, including foundation drains, constructed under this Order within any wetland 
resource area or buffer zone; 

• Distances from any structures constructed under this Order to wetland resource areas - “structures” 
include, but are not limited to, all buildings, septic system components, wells, utility lines, fences, 
retaining walls, and roads/driveways; 

• A line delineating the limit of work - “work” includes any filling, excavating and/or disturbance of 
soils or vegetation approved under this Order; 

• Mitigation planting areas constructed under this Order, as applicable. 
 

X

X

X

X

X

X

mailto:conservation@hingham-ma.gov
https://www.mass.gov/lists/wetlands-permitting-forms#certificate-of-compliance-
https://www.hingham-ma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/4125/Hingham-Wetlands-Protection-By-Law-Fees-PDF
https://www.hingham-ma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/5389/Policy-on-Receipt-of-Information-PDF
https://www.hingham-ma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/19700/Voluntary-21-Day-Waiver-COC
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands

WPA Form 8A – Request for Certificate of Compliance
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40

DEP File Number:

SE 034-0990
Provided by DEP

A. Project Information

Important:
When filling out
forms on the
computer, use
only the tab
key to move
your cursor -
do not use the
return key.

1. This request is being made by:

South Shore Baptist Church
Name

578 Main Street
Mailing Address

Hingham
City/Town

MA
State

02043
Zip Code

617-680-0531 (Kent Forkner)
Phone Number

2. This request is in reference to work regulated by a final Order of Conditions issued to:

South Shore Baptist Church
Applicant

3/10/2009
Dated

SE 34-0990
DEP File Number

Upon completion
of the work
authorized in
an Order of
Conditions, the
property owner
must request a
Certificate of
Compliance
from the issuing
authority stating
that the work or
portion of the
work has been
satisfactorily
completed.

3. The project site is located at:

578 Main Street / 10, 12 & 20 Free Street
Street Address

Hingham
City/Town

Assessors Map 117 - Lots 29E, 30 & 31
Assessors Map 118 - Lots 15, 21 & 22 Parcel/Lot Number

4. The final Order of Conditions was recorded at the Registry of Deeds for:

South Shore Baptist Church
Property Owner (if different)

Plymouth
County

36960
Book

143-155
Page

Certificate (if registered land)

5. This request is for certification that (check one):

the work regulated by the above-referenced Order of Conditions has been satisfactorily completed.

the following portions of the work regulated by the above-referenced Order of Conditions have
been satisfactorily completed (use additional paper if necessary).

the above-referenced Order of Conditions has lapsed and is therefore no longer valid, and the
work regulated by it was never started.
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands

WPA Form 8A – Request for Certificate of Compliance
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40

DEP File Number:

SE 034-0990
Provided by DEP

A. Project Information (cont.)

6. Did the Order of Conditions for this project, or the portion of the project subject to this request, contain
an approval of any plans stamped by a registered professional engineer, architect, landscape
architect, or land surveyor?

Yes If yes, attach a written statement by such a professional certifying substantial
compliance with the plans and describing what deviation, if any, exists from the plans
approved in the Order.

No

B. Submittal Requirements

Requests for Certificates of Compliance should be directed to the issuing authority that issued the final
Order of Conditions (OOC). If the project received an OOC from the Conservation Commission, submit
this request to that Commission. If the project was issued a Superseding Order of Conditions or was the
subject of an Adjudicatory Hearing Final Decision, submit this request to the appropriate DEP Regional
Office (see http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/about/contacts/find-the-massdep-regional-office-
for-your-city-or-town.html).































C-1

Rain garden along Free Street to the west of the intermittent drainage channel.

C-2

Southerly end of intermittent drainage channel with completed precast concrete bridge.

PHOTOGRAPHIC
DOCUMENTATION

South Shore Baptist Church
578 Main Street

Hingham, Massachusetts

SITEC PROJ. NO.
SE05-542

July 24, 2025



C-3

Paved parking area to the west of the intermittent drainage channel. New sanctuary addition in background.

C-4

Precast concrete bridge crossing the intermittent drainage channel.
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C-5

Expanded parking area on the easterly side of intermittent drainage channel.

C-6

Paved parking and drive aisle to the north of the church building.
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