






















Introduction 

Project Narrative 

Notice of Intent 
55 Whiton Avenue 

Hingham, MA 02043 

The project proponent, Sky Box Development, is requesting permission from the 
Hingham Conservation Commission to construct a new pier, ramp, and float system to 
access Hingham Bay for private, residential use from their property at 55 Whiton 

Avenue. The site contains Coastal Bank, Salt Marsh, Land Subject to Coastal Storm 
Flowage, Land Containing Shellfish, and Rocky Intertidal Shore. 

Existing Conditions 

The subject property is located at 55 Whiton Avenue, Hingham, MA. The total lot area 
is approximately 0.59 acres or 25,700 SF according to the Hingham Assessor's 
Department, although the property technically extends to Mean Low Water. The lot 
abuts Hingham Bay to the north, Paige Street to the south, Whiton Avenue to the 
west, and an abutting property to the east. The lot is developed with a single-family 
dwelling, a paved driveway, hardscaping and landscaping. A steep wooden staircase 
currently allows access from the upland to a flat portion of the rocky slope. The 
topography of the lot slopes from south to north towards Hingham Bay. 

A majority of the site is located within 100 feet of the Coastal Bank or Salt Marsh 
resource areas. A smaller portion of the site is located within Land Subject to Coastal 
Storm Flowage (F.I.R.M Zone VE) based on FEMA Flood Map, community panel No. 
25023C0019J dated July 17, 2012 and is also within a Special Flood Hazard Area (by 
graphic plotting only). 

Proposed Conditions 

The owner proposed to construct a pier, a removable, seasonal gangway, and a 
seasonal float to access Hingham Bay for private, recreational use. The float will 
connect to the gangway with structural hinges and will not require bottom anchors. 
The proposed pier will measure 4 feet wide by 106 feet long and will connect to a 3' x 
24' seasonal gangway and 1 O' x 20' seasonal float. In total, the structure will be 150 
feet long from the beginning of the pier to the end of the float. The pier will also include 
a 6' x 8' deck at the landward end. The pier will consist of 34 piles, with a maximum 
diameter of 1 ft, and are typically placed at 8 ft intervals. A 3' wide wooden staircase 
will provide access from the upland to the dock, replacing the existing stairway which 
has been deemed unsafe. A Vegetation Management plan and Shellfish Study by 
Environmental Consulting and Restoration is included in this report. The dock is sited 
to avoid the Salt Marsh resource area entirely (see Site Plan). 



















ECR 
Environmental Consulting & Restoration, LLC 

WETLAND DELINEATION MEMO 

TO: Merrill Engineers & Land Surveyors, Inc. 

FROM: Cameron Larson, Wetland Scientist 

DATE: September 25, 2025 

RE: 55 Whiton Avenue, Hingham 

Per your request, Environmental Consulting & Restoration, LLC (ECR) performed a review of the existing 

conditions at the property located at 55 Whiton Avenue in Hingham (the site) on September 11, 2025. 

The purpose of the review was to identify wetland resource areas on and near the site. The site is located 

to the east of Whiton Avenue and north of Paige Street, along the southern shore of Hingham Harbor. 
The site consists of a single-family home with a paved driveway, maintained lawn, landscaped areas, a 

stone revetment along the shoreline and an existing stairway to access the beach. Wetland resource 
areas are located within the northern portion of the site, associated with Hingham Harbo. 

ECR confirmed the presence of a Salt Marsh located along the toe of the existing revetment. The marsh 

is dominated by Spartina a/temiflora and appears to be underwater during typical high tides. The marsh is 

somewhat fragmented along the section of shoreline abutting the site. ECR did not place any flags in the 
field to mark the limit of the Salt Marsh, because the flags would have been underwater during high tide. 

The extent of the marsh is defined by the limit of the Spartina spp., which is very well defined in the field. 

The limit of the Spartina spp. should be located by survey to show the extent of the marsh and the limit of 
its associated buffer zone. 

Also note, the site contains Land Subject to Coastal Storm Flowage and a Coastal Bank. Both the limit of 

the flood zone and the top of the Coastal Bank should be determined by elevation survey. The presence 
or absence of a Coastal Bank should be determined in accordance with DEP Policy 92-1 by examining 

the extent of the flood zone and the slope of the landform. The bottom of the Bank follows the toe of the 

stone revetment. From the toe of the revetment to mean low water, there exists a rocky intertidal shore. 

As a result of ECR's wetland delineation at the site, ECR confirms the site contains the following wetland 
resource areas and areas of Conservation Commission jurisdiction: 

• Salt Marsh
• Coastal Bank
• Rocky Intertidal Shore
• 100-foot Buffer Zone
• Land Subject to Coastal Storm Flowage (FEMA flood zone VE)

Also, a review of the MassMapper database reveals the following: 

1. The site is not located within Estimated/Priority Habitat for Rare Species according to the
Massachusetts Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program (MaNHESP).

2. The site does not contain Certified Vernal Pools according to the MaNHESP.

3. The site does not contain a USGS mapped stream.

4. The site is not located within an Area of Critical Environmental Concern.

Upon review of this wetland delineation memo, please contact me at (508) 648-3957 or 
cameron@ecrwetlands.com with any questions or requests for additional information. 

P.O. Box 4012, Plymouth, Massachusetts 02361 617-529-37921 www.ecrwetlands.com






























































































