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Planning Board Hearing
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Article BBB:
Brew Pub, 
Brewery, Winery, 
or Distillery Use 
Update

Intent:

The intent of this article is to expand the locations where the Brew Pub, Brewery, 
Winery, and Distillery use is allowed under Section III-A, Schedule of Uses, by 
Special Permit A2 to include the Office Park, Waterfront Business, Industrial, and 
Limited Industrial Park districts. 

Full Text:

Will the Town amend the Zoning By-Law of the Town of Hingham, adopted March 
10, 1941, as heretofore amended, as follows: 

Item 1 Amend subsection 4.18B in the Schedule of Uses under Section III-A 
to allow by Special Permit A2 the “Brew Pub, Brewery, Winery, or 
Distillery Use” in the Office Park, Waterfront Business, Industrial, 
and Limited Industrial Park Districts. 

or act on anything related thereto? 



Article BBB: Brew Pub, Brewery, Winery, Distillery Use

The Town of Hingham has a total of 40 liquor licenses that allow site specific on 
premises consumption of alcohol. These include:

• 35 all alcohol beverages licenses
• 5 wine/malt beverages only

The limit on licenses does not extend to Farmer Brewers, Farmer Wineries, or Farmer 
Distilleries. 
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4.18B Brew pubs, breweries, wineries, distilleries, which may include beer gardens, tasting areas, food and/or beverage.
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Article CCC:
Site Plan Review 
Updates

Intent:

This article would amend procedures under Section I-I by 

(i) eliminating Site Plan Review in association with a Special Permit A2 or 
Special Permit A3 unless the project separately meets land disturbance 
thresholds; 

(ii) requiring Minor Site Plan Review for projects that disturb 75% of total lot 
area; 

(iii) requiring submission of a recorded decision for any project subject to Site 
Plan Review and not just those subject to a building permit; and 

(iv)   enabling the Planning Board to establish an administrative review process 
for certain Minor Site Plans or minor modifications of approved site plans. 
This article also makes formatting changes related to the above and deletes 
an incorrect reference under subsection k. of the Submittal Requirements. 



Site Plan Review (SPR) Background

Permit Applications

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Site Plan Review 71 Site Plan Review 52 Site Plan Review 50 Site Plan Review 49 Site Plan Review 58

Special Permits 12 Special Permits 16 Special Permits 7 Special Permits 3 Special Permits 7
Subdivisions 7 Subdivisions 3 Subdivisions 2 Subdivisions 3 Subdivisions 1
ANRs 5 ANRs 10 ANRs 4 ANRs 12 ANRs 5
Scenic Roads 0 Scenic Roads 2 Scenic Roads 1 Scenic Roads 0 Scenic Roads 0

Total 95 Total 84 Total 64 Total 67 Total 71

1965: SPR Adopted; Conducted by ZBA with recommendation from PB for specially permitted uses and projects that 
cost greater than $5,000

2003: SPR triggers amended to include projects that cost greater than $20,000 and/or create than 20,000 SF of land 
disturbance

2006: SPR process amended to be administered by the PB with conditions incorporated into special permits issued by 
the ZBA

2020: SPR land disturbance threshold reduced to 5,000 SF of area (20,000 SF for major site plan review)

2022: SPR made a standalone permit and the cost trigger eliminated



SPR Updates – Continued Refinement of Triggers
(i) Eliminate Site Plan Review in association with 

a Special Permit A2 or Special Permit A3 
unless the project separately meets land 
disturbance thresholds. Examples include:

• Nona’s Ice Cream relocation downtown

• Tropical Smoothie at Lincoln Plaza

• Dentist Office downtown

• Cheer Academy on Abington Street

• Su Escuela classroom expansion

(ii) Require Minor Site Plan Review for projects 
that disturb 75% of total lot area. This trigger 
would newly affect projects on lots smaller 
than approximately 6,700 SF in size. 



SPR Updates – Corrective Items
(iii) Require submission of a recorded decision for any project subject to Site Plan Review and not just those 

subject to a building permit

(iv) … This article also makes formatting changes related to the above and deletes an incorrect reference under 
subsection k. of the Submittal Requirements. 



SPR Updates – Administrative Review
(iv) Enable the Planning Board to establish an administrative review process for certain Minor Site Plans or minor 

modifications of approved site plans…

Current By-Law reads:



SPR Updates – Administrative Review

Current Amendment reads:



Article DDD:
North Fire Station 
Zoning District

Intent:

The intent of this article is to rezone the property located at 230 North Street 
(Assessors Map 60, Lot 119) from the “Official and Open Space” district to 
the “Business A” district.

Full Text:

Will the Town amend the Zoning Map Part A of the Town of Hingham to 
rezone the property located at 230 North Street (Assessors Map 60, Lot 119) 
from the “Official and Open Space” district to the “Business A” district, or act 
on anything related thereto? 
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Article DDD: North Fire Station Zoning District


